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Shelby in the springtime 
Is a mighty pretty place- 
Nestled by the Kankakee 
Marsh grass upon her face; 


She's quiet in the morn's light 
But stillness is not for long 
As Shelby town comes around 
And Bluebird sings a song. 

Shelby in the summer 
Is a place you want to know 
Where gardens make a picture 
Tended by rake and hoe; 


Old dogs and young children 
Keep summer, and its scenes 
Of river bank and bayou life 
Alive and in your dreams! 

Shelby in the autumn 
Is a solitary thought. 

Memories of lives these times 
Cannot be sold or bought. 

Wrapped in gold, red and brown 
And saved for other days 
Shelby in the autumn 
Will set old hearts ablaze! 

Shelby in the winter 
Beneath snow all downy white, 
As smoky curls from chimneys 
Greet dawn's first early light. 

Skaters on the bayou. 

And, sledders on a hill 
Make Shelby in the winter 
A very special thrill. 


Some folks look on Shelby 
As a sleepy little place, 

But Shelby is a state of mind 
Which shows "love" on every face. 
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Fishing and boating were favorite pastimes on the Kankakee River in the old days. This scene is in front of the 
former Fogli Hotel, now owned by the Jack Lessies. 






Shelby History Includes 
Many Exciting Events 


Shelby, the most southern village in Lake 
County, Indiana, was laid out by William R. 
Shelby, president of Lake Agricultural Co., at 
the junction of the Monon and Three I (Now 
Louisville-Nashville and Penn Central) 
Railroads in 1886. It was officially recorded in 
1887, although the post office was established 
here in 1882. 

Shelby area was a gathering place for 
hunters and fishermen who came from miles 
to enjoy the natural beauty and abundance of 
wild game. 

The Kankakee River, called by the Indian 
name Theak Ki Ki, was discovered by 
LaSalle, a famous explorer, in 1679 when he 
and a party of men were searching for an 
outlet of the Mississippi. The river then was 
very crooked with lots of trees such as ash, 
elm, sycamore and gum. Lands on both sides 
were low and marshy. It was covered with 
wild grasses, wild rice and flag (iris). 

INDIANS HERE 

The Potawatomi and Miami Indians were 
recorded in this area. History claims them 
friendly Indians, but they didn’t stay long 
after the white man came. Indians around the 
Theak Ki Ki were good hunters and fur 
trappers, and soon French fur traders and 
trappers came here for the wild raccoon, 
otter, mink, beaver, muskrat and others. 
Some married Indian women and made 
homes here. In the river were big catfish, 
bass, pike and pickerel among others. 
Transportation was by pony and canoe. 

One of the first families of white settlers to 
locate on the knoll around which Shelby is 
built was Henry Clement and his daughter 
Hattie, first white child born in Shelby (see 
Legends). 

CHANGES MADE 

In the early 1900s, the river was dredged 
and straightened. By doing this, some 
claimed much of the natural beauty was 
spoiled. A Mr. Cass and Mr. Singleton had two 
large steam dredges at work (see dredging) 
and railroads came to Shelby. When mar¬ 
shes were drained, much of the land became 
farmland, and Shelby became a thriving 
place. There were hotels and clubhouses built 
and the old Fogli, now a private home, is a 
reminder of the past days. Other work that 
was done was harvesting of marsh hay which 
was shipped to Chicago Stock yards. John 
Caster was leading operator of this business 
Another industry was cutting and packing ice, 
in which J.M. Ahlgrim and George Struble 
worked Crews of young men came from 
Chicago to pick cattails in the marsh for 
Marshall Field Co. The fluffy silk in the head 
was used to stuff upholstery and pillows 

EARLY FAMILIES 

The huge Brown Ranch, which is still in 
operation, was another place for em¬ 
ployment. Some of the early families were 
Doty, Reed, Latta, Stowell, Fuller, Caster, 
Struble, Sirois, Ahlgrim and Newbold. Some 


of their descendants still reside here 

Before July 4, 1881, when the Monon 
Railroad extended south across the river, the 
main transportation was by boat and there 
was an old wood burning steamboat called 
“The Morning Star.” 

John Latta was a farmer; John Davis, 
section foreman; J. Hall, fisherman and river 
guide; Sandy Sollars and Richard Cox, 
hunters and river guides; Richard E Fuller, 
hotelman; Frank Singleton, land owner and 
cattleman; J. J. Jones, trapper, hunter and 
guide; James Black, farmer, politician and 
cattle raiser; Sam Sirois, blacksmith, hard¬ 
ware and implement man; George Cole, 
drayman and handyman; Julius Eich, dairy 
farmer; Frank and Perry Haskell, river ridge 
farmers. 

EARLIEST SCHOOLS 

Early schools were just one room, where a 
teacher could hang a fish line in a kitch a 
short distance from the schoolhouse and take 
home some pickerel for his extra work. There 
was the John Heick School and River Ridge 
School. If it was dry, children had a path 
through tall rushes; if wet, they went by boat. 
One of the boys invented an ice scooter, a tin 
boat for ice. When a ditch was reached, it 
could be used on ice or water. The teacher, 
once reaching Shelby, could take the train 
to Lowell to attend Teacher s Institute. 
Sometimes the section gang would give her a 
lift on their hand car for the return trip. 

In the early 1900s, a school house was built; 
there was a dance hall in town and bowling 
alley begun by the Frank Mannos Shelby is 
still well known for its fish frys, although the 
fish are no longer caught by residents here for 
this. 

Area industries in the past included 
Chipman Tile factory, a sorghum mill, a 


lumber yard, several gas stations, 
restaurants, an implement business, mink 
ranches, pickle factory, trading posts, sweet 
shop, bakery, dry goods and feed stores, 
blacksmith and elevators, among others, 

SHELBY NOW 

Many changes have come to Shelby besides 
the river dredging and bridge 
rebuilding. . .besides the blacktop roads, street 
lights and fire department. Shelby is known 
today for its annual Homecoming and frien¬ 
dly atmosphere. There are four churches. 
Bank of Indiana. White Advertising Com¬ 
pany, post office, and Custom Farm Service 
Shelby has a grocery store and Tilton’s Mini 
Mart, Gwyn Realty, Dean Osburn’s 
hardware and insurance, a bowling alley, two 
tavern-restaurants, pizza house, barber shop, 
Lions and Community Club halls, Ballards’ 
Bait Shop, Carlsons’ Canoe Rental, Coates 
trucking, gas station, body shops. Mel’s Small 
Engine Repair, beauty shop, Gottschalk 
Saw Sharpening service, Lovell’s 
Excavating, and two auctioneers There are 
many clubs, including Lions and Auxiliary; 
Ladies of Shady Shores, P-TO, KVCC, 4-H 
clubs. Homemakers clubs, church groups, 
Fireman’s Auxiliary, Senior Citizens, social 
clubs I OOF and Rebekahs, Dike Committee, 
Izaak Walton League, ball teams, bowling 
leagues, and Light Committee. Shelby, now 
nearly 800 strong, has recorded few dull 
moments in its history and news...its peace 
and serenity is the wrapping; the cloak that 
all small towns wear Folks who love Shelby 
and live here seem one big family One 
trouble is all our trouble, one success is all our 
success. This book and the story of Shelby is 
our small mark in history, and its success is 
shared by all. 



WHITE ADVERTISING Company, began In 1934. was a going 
concern by 1938 when this picture was taken. Standing left to right 
are Joe DerKinderen and George WTiite, owners with Earl Gay, 
Dean White. Dubb from Texas, and Don White. Kneeling, left to 
right are Frank Peterson, Bill Gottschalk. “Unk“ who was 
Clarence Hoemer, Art Gillman, and Bob Sorois. They posed in 
front of the old Reel truck and by the first building Harve Nelson's 
old blacksmith shop. 




Shelby 
Legend 


28 Kankakee Valley 
Queens Crowned 
Since 1948 

r 
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Myra a Garrison, 1971 Kankakee Valley 
Homecoming Queen. 



1975 QUEEN 1974 QUEEN 

RHONDA WINANDY KIM STOWELL 


In 1948, June Corten was crowned the first 
Kankakee Valley Homecoming Queen in a 
contest sponsored then by Thayer-Shelby 
Lions club. Twenty-seven more girls shared 
this honor since then, two for a tie in 1970 and 
none chosen in 1958. Barb Uhter was crowned 
in 1949 and in 1950 Dora June Stowell was 
crowned by Mrs. Winthrop “Bobo’* 
Rockefeller, home for the festivities. Elaine 
Nomanson was queen in 1951; Charlotte 
Smith in 52, Carol Osbum, 53; Joyce Mitch in 
54, Kay Uhter, 55; Joyce Patchin, 56; Diane 
Strickhorn, 57; Patsy Jo Pace, 59; Judy 
Childress. 60; Christina Kay Richards, 61; 
Lynn Stiener, 62; Pam Manno, 63; Mary 
Wiening, 64; Janet Erway, 65; Bonnie Lovell, 
66; Sharon Marsh, 67; Kate Richards, 68. 
Kathy Kyle, 69; Rhonda Hawkins and Debbie 
Batcheller, 70; Myma Garrison, 71; Linda 
Cooper, 72; Patty Scott, 73; Kim Stowell, 74 
and Rhonda Winandy, 75. 


Some of the facts in these pages of in¬ 
formation. memory and review may not 
appear as entire truth to a reader who might 
remember better. We have gleaned bits and 
pieces of fact and memory from a variety of 
places, including the minds of Shelby folks 
who wished to tell it “like it was" years ago. 
Two hundred years hence, it will turn to truth 
as truth ever was: and we of now will care 
little by then. 

Pat Tilton 

Many of Shelby folks past 50 recall the 
name of George Cole the drayman who did 
most of the hauling hereabouts. L. R. Corten 
remembers when in 1933 old George hitched 
up his horses, drove his wagon over to the RR 
depot and helped L. R. load up a new stove he 
purchased. It was the worst year of the 
depression. L. R. accompanied George to the 
house and the drayman helped unload and 
carry in the stove. It cost L. R. the huge sum 
of 25 cents for a job well done. Also in '33 
Shelby boasted two barbers, Jerry Fehlman 
and Art Burk who each charged 25 cents for a 
haircut. 

Some folks say they can sniff the air at 
times and smell the aroma yet from 
Palmeroy’s bakery which was located in the 
early 1900’s between St. Theresa’s and where 
John Stiener s home is now. 

Among the characters of Shelby come the 
names of Homer Edgerton who sported a long 
beard and was commonly called “Santie 
Claus.” Barney Barnett drifted in on a river 
boat one warm day and stayed here the rest of 
his days. 

Did anyone famous ever come from 
Shelby? Old timers say Joey Ray the world 
Champion runner and Olympics winner once 
lived here and his mother had a home on the 
north end of town. Jack Johnson a 
heavyweight champion fighter spent many of 
his days at the old Fogli Hotel; Neil Sirois was 
an inventor and took out a patent on highway 
road crack filler his daughter, Doris 
Cockerell tells. Of course Bo Bo Rockerfeller 
once claimed this area home. 

Nobody has but good words to tell of old Doc 
Tate. Dr. Wallace William Tate who had an 
office, once at the IOOF hall and once at the 
now Mary Sanderson-Helen Fehlman home, 
was an early day wizzard. He was said to 
have never lost a patient during the big flu 
epidemic in 1918 and was thought to never 
turn away a patient for lack of funds. He 
would take most anything in trade and once 
had a pair of socks hanging on the wall, one of 
his payments. 

When L. R Corten came to Shelby in 1933, 
just to weather out the depression for a few 
years, he became sore afraid after events of 
just his first week. First off, somebody robbed 
the post office. 'Hie next night John Dillinger 
escaped from Crown Point jail and some had 
it said, a few Shelby men were guards there. 


And Lore 


Then to top it off, Saturday night dance at 
Dickey’s hall ended up in a big fight. Doc Tate 
sewed up the lot of them and passed the hat. 
He got 75 cents for a night’s work. “I began to 
wonder what kind of place I had landed in!” 
L. R laughed. He has been here ever since. It 
is legend that once the river water soaks your 
skin, you’re Shelby and glad of it. 

Judge Fitch who used to live where Red 
Luchenes do now, was the school bus driver 
when a horse and wagon took high school 
students from here to Lowell. 

Hattie Clement DeVersy, the first white 
child born in Shelby was the daughter of 
Henry L. Clement who once owned the land 
where the Holton farm was. Hattie’s half 
sister, Lyvah Boezeman said Hattie was born 
in a hand-car house along the Three I 
Railroad (Now the Penn Central). 

In 1940’s Ripley’s Believe It Or Not featured 
an item about the “house built within a 
house.” It told that the Herman Uhter home, 
located on Shelby Road, was completely built 
within the old Fuller hotel before the outside 
building was torn away. 

One of the great fishermen of the area was 
“Louise” Lauer, Paul’s wife. She resides now 
in a home in Lafayette and is remembered 
wearing her old floppy hat, with pole over 
shoulder, heading for the river for daily 
fishing. Most times she carried a lunch sack 
and was followed by several of the town’s 
boys. Many times it was the Clemens boys 
who shared Louise’s fishing and her lunch, 
remembers their sister, Bette. 

Mrs. Silas Johnson, a teacher at Shelby 
School retired in 1968 to a farm in Hartsville, 
Mo. She taught here nine years, six years at 
Roselawn and at Lowell as well; 35 years in 
all. The Johnson home here, (the old Frank 
Manno place) was sold to John Stiener 
family. Both Johnsons have since passed 
away. 

Forty years ago, local officers for the 
Shelby Home Bureau were Mrs. Walter 
Smith, president, Mrs. Charles Eich, VP, 
Mrs. Everett King, sec., Mrs. Edward 
Peterson, treas.; Mrs. Fred Haemaker, 
flower fund; Mrs. Silas Latta, reporter; Mrs. 
Clark, director; Mrs. Frank Garriott, Mrs. 
George Schilling and Mrs. Sam Sirois, 
leaders. 

William Dunkelbergers left in Dec. 1968 for 
Hamilton after serving Shelby Church of 
Christ 2 Vz years, coming here from Knox. 

Arthur Marquart, former resident here 
died in Aug. ’68. 

In ’68 thundershowers for the Homecoming 
left high waters around town and muddy 
roads, especially those being graded and 
made ready on the north end of town for 
blacktopping. 

A new 1,000 gal. tank truck was purchased 
by Shelby Fire Dept. In June ’68. 



Kankakee Valley Community 
Club Chartered 1960 


Although many Shelby residents worked 
together in areas of community service such 
as dike watch and repair, promoting civic 
business and education activities etc. in 
earlier years the Kankakee Valley Com¬ 
munity Club was officially formed in 1960 
Some of the first members were L. T Sharpe, 
William Mulford, Joe Knight, William C. 
Reed, Herman Uhter, Raymond Hartley, Art 
Morrison, Lee Carlson, Buford Whitlow, Art 
Wilson, Darrell Luchene, Walter Guettner, T. 
H Benson, Maxie Lambert and most of their 
wives. 

Purposes of the club were to provide ser¬ 
vices, funds, materials and equipment to 
maintain and improve levees now in 
existence for protection of lands from 
overflow or flooding of the Kankakee River; 
to promote civic, industrial, business and 
education activities of the community; to 
secure and disseminate accurate information 
relating to these activities; to promote 
legislation favorable and to oppose legislation 
detrimental to the economic, civic and moral 
welfare of the community. They also strived 
to promote brotherhood and fellowship 
among members and the citizens, vowed to 
promote and render worthwhile services to 


community; they aimed to maintain and 
elevate living standards in Shelby, en¬ 
couraged fair, thoughtful exercise of the 
individual’s franchise and encouraged par¬ 
ticipation and aid in civic projects and ac 
tivities. 

Officers in 1975 were Albert Gross, 
president; Edward Haas, vice president; 
Anita Landell, sec-tres. the late Herman 
Uhter was director and board member, 
Frank Fontanyi, Walter Guettner and Ruby 
Wilson. 

Projects in 75 included Childrens Easter 
party, annual Christmas party which they 
will rotate with Lions. They serve dinners at 
times of funerals of members and in time of 
emergency for community workers. They 
have also helped to purchase equipment for 
community emergency work. Funds are 
raised by donations, dues and club projects 
for the 55 members. They also rent our their 
hall which was built in 1969. Until that time, 
members met in the Benson garage. The 
auxiliary, banned four years ago, has high 
hopes of forming again. Community mem¬ 
bers will recall that the women ’s auxiliary did 
much good work. 


Area Business 
Booming 

In 1913 

“Last Friday we took a trip through what 
was once the Kankakee marsh, but what is 
now a marsh in name only, as they are 
growing all kinds of grain where once there 
was nothing but rat houses We first went to 
Schneider and found everyone busy in that 
town. The big grain transfer elevator is 
nearing completion and several more 
buildings are in course of construction. In the 
afternoon we went to Shelby and here also we 
found everyone busy. John A. Kimmet is 
building several lumber sheds and other 
buildings and when he gets everything 
arranged he will have one of the finest lumber 
yards in this section of the country. We also 
called at the Chipman tile factory and found 
that they were busy trying to keep up with the 
orders for tile. Through the courtesy of Albert 
Chipman we had the pleasure of coming home 
by auto and we were certainly surprised at the 
improvement that has been made between 
here and Shelby since we last saw the 
country.” 

(Taken from issue of Lowell Tribune - July 24. 
1913.) 


Shelby Hardware 

Shelby Rd. 



Mon. Thru Sat. 
Ph. 552-0200 


Tk-OM. 




Shelby Lions Chartered 1944 



1975 VOLUNTEERS ARCHES ERECTED IN 1969 


The Shelby Lions Club was chartered in 
1944 with 25 members, and first officers were 
William Bartz, president; Bud Sirois, 
secretary; and Lee R. Corten, treasurer. Only 
three of the 25 charter members are still with 
the club-Charles Amey, Edward Gragg and 
Lee Corten. 

Chartered as the Shelby-Thayer Lions Club, 
there were a few members from Thayer, 
Roselawn and Lake Village. The club, never a 
large one, has in 1976 31 members, some of 
whom are not very active. 

Besides Corten, Amey and Gragg, present 
members are Ray Barkey, Melvin Bauske, 
Mike Burton, Jeff Campbell, Don E. Clinton, 
Dorsey Clinton, John Coming, Jack Cramer, 
Jerry Cross, Gene Flatt, Ernest Ford, Arnold 
Govert, Leroy Gormany, Millard Hall, James 
Hall, Russell Lee, Charles Lindahl, Charles 
Mays, Art Morrison, William Mulford, Earl J. 
Pace, Richard Pace, Everett Piatt, Roy 
Snyder, Ernie Strankisky, Melvin Strickhorn, 
Robert Vought and Harold Wells. 

In early days, the club met in the homes of 
members or in Shelby School. In 1949 they 
bought six lots from John Black for $600 and 
six lots from Karl Runyon for $500. The 
money was advanced by Charles Amey, 
Walter Amtsbuechler and Lee Corten. These 
lots already contained a ball bark, and 
baseball teams have continued to play here. 

BUILD CLUBHOUSE 

In 1964 the club decided to build a 44’ by 28* 
clubhouse complete with kitchen and 
bathrooms. Most of the work was done by the 
Lions with some volunteer labor. Lion Pace 
did most of the electrical work and Lion Bill 
Gottschalk, plumbing. Bill was for many 
years a good repair and maintenance man. 
Lion A. A. Marquart donated the bar and 
cabinets. This building, soon a community 
center, was not big enough so on July 25, 1969, 
ground was broken for a new 96’ x 49’4" 


community building with a ceiling height of 26 
feet. Plans actually began in 1968 Kane 
Benson was president at that time but entered 
military service before a building permit 
could be obtained. Earl J. Pace became 
president and worked hard to push this 
project. 

WORKED TOGETHER 
Lions on the building committee with Pace 
were Bill Gottschalk, Amie Govert, Ernie 
Strankosky, John Corning, Vinnie Manno and 
L.R. Corten. Corten was elected chairman 
treasurer of the committee and drew 
the plans and finally secured permits. The 
foundation was completed Aug. 6, 1969; piers 
were poured Aug. 13 and 15; and on Sunday, 
Aug. 17, 11 arches were erected (costing 
$5,625 at the time). Ladies prepared a dinner 
for workers in the clubhouse. By Sept. 5, walls 
were completed and glass block windows 
installed. In October, decking was completed, 
and on Oct. 23, Pace completed the wiring. 
Winter came early before the roof was 
shingled, but it was covered with tar paper. 
The roof was finished in the summer of 1970, 
furnaces were installed and a concrete floor 
was finished Oct. 18, 1970. In November, the 
Shelby Firemen held their annual ball in this 
hall. A crowd of about 400 enjoyed the dance 
and on Dec. 31,1970, the Shelby Lions held the 
first New Year’s Eve dance here. This has 
become a center of activity for the com¬ 
munity. 

NEW ADDITION 

In spring of 1975, under the leadership of 
president, Russell Lee, a 44’ by 20’ addition 
was made for adequate bathrooms and space 
for a new kitchen. Again members worked 
hard and were agreeably surprised by the 
response from the community...men like 
Willie Carlson, who did most of the plum¬ 
bing... John Steiner of Custom Farm Service, 
who donated his whole work crew to 


help...Denny David and others who volun¬ 
teered work. 

It is hoped the project will be completed and 
dedicated in 1976 as the Shelby Lions 
Bicentennial Hall. 

PROJECTS NAMED 

In a brief history, it is impossible to men¬ 
tion all the club’s activities. In September 
1945, a successful rodeo was held on the 
Brown Ranch when Phil Brown was a 
member. For the next few years, an annual 
picnic was held in Ahlgrim’s Park. In 1948, 
the first Kankakee Valley Homecoming was 
held with a queen contest and parade. This 
has been an annual event except for one year. 
The club nets about $1,500 to $3,000 per year. 
Much credit is given Walt Amtsbuechler and 
Dean White for the success of the first 
homecoming and Jack Haslett for his work 
with parade and Harold Wells, the show. An 
account of this event was in Lions Inter¬ 
national magazine. 

At present most of the club s receipts go 
into the buildings and grounds. The buildings 
are available without charge for all meetings 
of community concerns, senior citizens, 4-H 
clubs, scouts and similar groups. They are 
available at reasonable rates for wedding 
receptions, reunions, parties and dances. 

The club worked for five years to get 
flasher signals installed at the crossing on 
Main Street and succeeded after several 
people were killed here. They contribute to 
cancer control, to leader dog and other sight 
saving projects. Baskets have been 
distributed to the needy; Christmas treats 
were given to children and fruit to the elderly. 
It has nearly 400 pages of activity records on 
file, the reading of which would prove that the 
club lives up to the Lions motto: “We Serve.’’ 
(Info, provided by L. R. Corten) 


Shelby Swamp Hay 
Went By Rail In Early 1900 ’s 

> J 



Bygone days in Shelby cannot be recalled 
without some memory of the railroads which 
brought in hunters and fishermen, took out 
the swamp hay, and even transported school 
children. Some remember a milk train that 
took Lowell High junior and senior students 
back and forth. 

The late Karl Runyon, who came as a 
telegrapher under agent Seldon Spieth in 1925 
served as an agent at the old Monon depot 
until 1963 when he was transferred to Dyer 
and this depot was closed. Passenger trains 
whiz by but none have stopped here since 
1967. Freight is now taken to Lowell, Ren¬ 
sselaer or Hammond for shipment on the L 
and N. The depot was built in 1904 and jointly 
owned and operated by the Monon and NY 
Central RR. Monon has become part of the 
Louisville and Nashville RR and NY Central 
part of Penn Central RR. Old days of railroad 
are gone and there are now mobile vans that 
can communicate with business and train 
dispatcher. 

The Penn Central was given a new lease on 
life in 1976 when the House approved 
legislation to underwrite the line’s huge 
deficit. The Pennsy carries about 1,000 per¬ 
sons daily from Porter and Lake County to 
metropolitan Chicago Under the bill, the 
Pennsy will receive full government 
operational subsidy for 180 days beginning 
March 1, 76. For 13 months thereafter, line’s 
deficit would be shared by Federal and State 
governments on a 75-25 matching formula 

Penn Central listed Shelby as a major 
shipping point of swamp hay to all points on 
the East Coast in bygone days 

The Kankakee branch of this railroad 
began with consolidation of Kankakee and 
Illinois RR Co April 15, 1869 and the 
Plymouth Kankakee and Pacific RR Co. Inc., 
Jan. 7, 1870 into the Indiana-Ill. and Iowa 
Railroad Co. by deed, July 11, 1881. 


The Three I, as the old timers remember it, 
extended itself to Streator by acquisition of 
Streator and Clinton RR Co. Inc. June 17,1899 
by exercising an option Dec. 22, 1900. 
Construction was completed to the west bank 
of Ill. River Nov. 1, 1900 and to Ladd and 
Churchill Jan. 13, 1901 
The Three I was consolidated with Ind 
Harbor Belt RR forming the Chicago-Ind. and 
Southern RR Co., April 6, 1906 The Company 
with several others was consolidated into the 
New York Central Dec. 23, 1914 The line from 


South Bend to Zearing. Ill. which operates in a 
200 mile arc, about 60 miles south of Chicago 
serves as a connecting link between Eastern 
and Western RRs by-passing Chicago. 

The famous Freedom Train of the bicen¬ 
tennial year travelled over the Kankakee 
branch and through Shelby in July of 1975 
according to E. A. Strauss, trainmaster at 
Kankakee, Ill. This 25-car train stopping in 80 
cities, travelled 17,000 miles carrying 
collection of historic documents and artifacts, 
art objects, sports and film memorabilia. 



Taking part in the annual Kankakee Valley Homecoming parade was a •‘big deal" for 
all. In the 1960’s Kathy Tilton and her uncle, Dan Hickey won a priie for their portrayal of 
Bonnie and Clyde. They advertised the LIT Red Barn which to now Shelby's Mini Mart. 






Town Noted 
Growing In ’68 


In June of 1968, news report was that 
Shelby was growing! Bill Bush had 
opened a trading post on his property on 
Route 55 to deal in used merchandise, 
antiques, dogs, guns and furniture. That 
year, he acquired a real covered wagon 
for the Kankakee Valley parade. 

Shelby's business establishments, 
aside from the Volunteer Fire Depart¬ 
ment and Post Office numbered 17 in¬ 
cluding Everett King's Sip and Dip 
Snackshop, Irene Hopper's Beauty 
Nook, Mrs. Harold Well's Kankakee 
Valley Beauty Shop, Sirois Hardware, 
Bob Stuhlmacher's Barber Shop, Shelby 
Bowling Lanes operated by Ron 
McAllister, Shelby Recreation operated 
by Bill and Sophie Myers, the Royal Blue 
Grocery owned by the Alt Carlsons, 
Vinnie Mann's Grocery, White Ad¬ 
vertising Co., Clinton's Service Station, 

Bollards' Bait Shop 

Ph. 219 552-0788 

# 

Minnows-Golden Roaches-Night Crawlers 
Red Worms-Crawdads 

Gasoline-Oil-Boats to Rent 

Enter 1000 Ft. North of 
Kankakee River Bridge on Rt. 55 

Shelby Lounge 

Rt. 55 Shelby 

" Tlottd 'Pnidcuf 

Daily Luncheons 
Sandwiches 
Carry-Outs 0pe „ 

Mon. Thru Sat. 

Ph. 552-0222 8 a.m. - 12 a.m. 


Lir Red Barn owned by Dean and Pat 
Tilton, Shady Shores Lounge owned by 
Charles Biggses, Strubles' cafe and gas 
station run by Opal Brown, George 
Struble's boat rental, bait show, ACE 
Fertilizer Plant owned by Charles 
Drewey and Shelby Lumber Company. 

Among the several services in the 
town were Acy Brockway's handyman 
service. Bill Gottschalk's well and pump 
service, Herman Uhter's Electrolux, 
Swede Benson's carpenter service and 
Bud Saul's Auction Service. 

In an old box of junk, your reporter 
found a picture thermometer ad¬ 
vertising in bygone years "Kankakee 
Valley Electric Co." Old timers will also 
recall hotels here. Never again, we 
resolve, will this place be allowed to be 
referred to as i ust a stop in the road! 

Shelby Lady Lions Club 

Motto - " Scfute 
Meet 4th Mon. of each month-7:30 p.m. 
Lions Clubhouse-Shelby, Ind. 

Mrs. Robert Vought-President 
Mrs. John Corning-Vice-President 
Mrs. Arnold Govert-Treasurer 
Mrs. Jeff Campbell-Secretary 

"and many active and willing workers" 

Ladies Of Shady Shores 

SttasUtty Gun. JiivtA *)»t “TVosiA cucd 

1975 officers 

Anita Landed-President 
Marie Petcoff-Vice-President 
Pauline Cavallari-Secretary-Tresurer 
Lucille Norris-Sergeant At Arms 
















1974 Windstorm Shakes Up Shelby 


The buzz of chain saws was the sound that 
greeted sleepy folks in and around Shelby 
June 21. 

On Thursday, June 20, trees bent to the will 
of the wind at 8:13 p m., some coming out by 
the roots and others splitting and breaking 
off. Branches came down like the rain ac¬ 
companying them. 

The Kankakee Valley Homecoming car¬ 
nival began its first evening with a bang. It 
was more like a “whoosh!” say witnesses 
who saw tents, prizes, food and tree branches 
go swirling into the night. The beer stand blew 
down, leaving a sobering effect on anyone 
who might have been standing nearby. 

DELAYED FEELING 

Jamie Tilton was babysitting for the Jeff 
Campbells when several trees took sudden 


leave of their places, coming down on each 
side of the house. Jamie said she put the girls, 
Terri and Tracy under the table and groped in 
the darkness for the kerosene lantern It 
happened so fast that fright was a delayed 
feeling. 

Seeing the giant trees in the yard the 
following morning, three-year-old Terri 
reported to her mother that “Jamie did it!” 

Shoppers at the Mini Mart at 8:13 p.m. were 
left in the dark The old apple tree in the Dean 
Tilton yard now has a split personality. 
Another giant old tree split in the Jerry Kyle 
yard, half of it lending itself to Blanch Ekern. 
southern neighbor. It is one willow that will 
weep no more. 

FRONT DOOR VISITORS 

Giant sized trees fell in front of the door¬ 
ways of the Ernie Scott and Don Donahue 
homes, unwelcome front door visitors. Mrs. 


Alice Garrison Gibbs said she ran over to 
Mrs. Nora Walters’ house to tell her of storm 
warnings and had just gotten there when they 
heard a loud thud! A tree came down, and 
again, just missed hitting the building. 

NO INJURIES 

Trees and limbs were uprooted and broken 
over the whole town of Shelby but not a person 
hurt nor a house badly damaged 

Meanwhile at the Richard Wunderink 
farm, 231st Avenue, the huge galvanized 
grain bin worth several thousand dollars was 
overturned and the leg of their elevator bent 
Don, a son, estimated that the winds hit 
between 8:10 and 8:13 p.m. and he could 
hardly believe how quickly and thoroughly 
the damage was done. 

Electricity was restored about 1 p.m. 
Friday the 2lst and most people spent that 
day cleaning up the mess 


School Daze At Shelby 

" ^ememden TOit* 







Nellie Corten. teacher. Rex Randolph. Sandy Hagle. Joy Brown. 
Chuck Compton. Marie Watson. Robbie Vought. Mark Gust. Row 2 - 
Sandy Jackson. Oscar Iliff, Doug Wilson, Marian Nichols. Row 3 - 


Vickie Broude. Kathy Tilton. Martin O’Dor, Kenny Hoover. John 
Spiers and Margie Stuppy. Row 4 • Robert O’Dor, Diane Cooper. 
Bobby Garrison. Dean Elston. Donna Solomon and Connie Sue Sayers. 


Long Time Grocers 


Shelby Has 


Taken In Early ’70’s Convenience Mart 


Shelby's two longtime grocers were both 
taken by death in the early 1970’s and sudden 
business change was noted. 

Alf Carlson, 59, who operated the Shelby 
Royal Blue Store and was past chief of the 
Volunteer Fire Department, died Jan. 14, 
1971. Reared in Ill. he farmed at Sheldon, Ill. 
and worked in Chicago before coming to 
Shelby, more than 25years ago to work for his 
father-in-law, Ed Gragg, in the store. He and 
wife Mabel purchased the business about 1957 
from the Graggs. Alf had been fire chief for 20 
years and one of its organizers. He was a 3rd 
degree Mason and member of Colfax Lodge 
370 F and AM, Lowell, Ind., Firemens Assn, 
and Shelby Lions. 

In March of ’71 the Royal Blue was pur¬ 
chased by White Industries, Shelby, the 
business from Mabel and building from the 
Graggs. James Dobson was named manager. 
Tlie name was changed to Shelby Market and 
present manager Virgil Mathias of Crown 
Point was hired in March ’72. 

Native son, Vincent “Vinnie’’ Manno, a 
grocer here for 26 years, died April 7, 1973. 
Vinnie, 55, had closed his grocery in July of 


’72 and had plans for a dry goods or variety 
store after a rest. He was a U. S. Army 
veteran who served in France and Germany 
during WW II and was discharged a .staff 
sergeant in 1945. He was in the bowling alley 
business here with his father, Frank Manno 
(now of Sun City, Ariz.) until they sold out in 
1946 to Bill Myers and Tony Heim. On Oct. 15, 
’46 Vinnie and his late wife, Donna Cyphers, 
opened the grocery. His mother-in-law, the 
late Charlotte Cyphers, aided them. Vinnie 
was a member of St. Theresa church and 
Lions club. 

Vinnie’s business never reopened as a 
grocery store. It was purchased from the 
family by Robert Williamson and rented for a 
short period to Dean Osbum for an insurance 
office. Apartment is occupied by the Dave 
Stiener family but the store remains a silent 
and empty salute to Vinnie, remembered as a 
generous, warm hearted man. 

The Manno family have since moved, Pam 
and husband, Ernie Strankosky to 
Valparaiso, Miss Debbi to Thayer, and Diane 
Benson and family to Texas. 


Back in the early ’60’s, Dean Tilton cut 40 
dead elm trees off the corner property on 
Route 55 the family had purchased from 
Claren Jones. The old Wilke property, they 
were told, was among the first settled in 
Shelby. Most of the old home was torn down, 
the grape vines and old fence removed, the tin 
cans and trash cleaned up and what was left 
of the building was made into a trading post 
called “Lil Red Bam.” 

In 1972 the Tiltons changed the used fur¬ 
niture and junk shop into a small general 
grocery store, with convenient afternoon and 
evening hours. It is a family affair and 
everybody works. Dean is a construction 
laborer by trade and Pat works for The Star- 
Register publications as a local correspon¬ 
dent. When they can’t mind the store helpers 
are daughter Kathy and her husband Je 
Villegas, Jamie, Margie, Nadine, Tricia and 
Dino. 

The family belongs to the St. Theresa 
Catholic church and is interested in com¬ 
munity projects. Their lates project is this 
Bicentennial Book which took six months of 
work and 12 months of worry. This completed 
work, they report, has made for mor ap¬ 
preciation and love of “Our Town’’-Shelby. 


Mini Mart Groceries 


Rt. 55-Shelby 



St&fi 


Open 7 Days Dean & Pat Tilton & Family 

2-8 Mon.-Sat. Ph.-552-0275 

8*8 Sun. 

—Best Wishes For This Bicentennial Year— 




Whites-Shelby's Largest Industry 



WHITE ADVERTISING Company in some of its first years, the 
mid-308 is pictured here. Left is Joe DerKinderen. Art Glllman, 
Charlie Reed (boy). Sid Reed. Red Luchene and on truck Fritz 
Peterson. George White. DerKinderen’* partner is in the hat and 
vest on right. They stood in front of the Indiana Truck by the first 
building. Harve Nelson's old blacksmith shop. 


Shelby’s largest and most important in¬ 
dustry, White Advertising Company now 
employs more than 100 people. Begun under a 
shade tree in Thayer in 1934, by George White 
and Joe DerKinderen, it grew quickly in the 
past 42 years, much of its success due to 
leadership and guidance of George’s son 
Dean White. In the old days. Joe was in 
charge of production and George was 
salesman in charge of outside contact. 

The White boys, Dean and Don, who is now 
Dr. Donald White in Upland, Cal. worked at 
the company during the summers of their 
school years. Darrell Luchene, on one of the 
first crews, recalls the boys would go out on 
the road with him or other drivers The 
DerKinderen family used to live in the home 


where the Arnold Govern family now resides 

When Dean White came home from service 
in 1946, he began full time with the company. 
He served with the U. S. Merchant Marines as 
well as the U. S. Navy. The business expanded 
and in the past 20 years properties were 
purchased to expand building as well. From 
its small start in Harve Nelson’s old 
blacksmith shop it has spread the remainder 
)f the block south, taking up spots where the 
sweet shop, “drop in” tavern and pool hall 
used to be. Dean recalls laying some of the 
building block himself. 

Also purchased were the Schissler Lumber 
yard, Amtsbuechler’s service station 
property, the Shelby Market from Ed Gragg 
and daughter, Mrs. Alf Carlson, the bank- 


post office property as well as others. The 
yard was put to use for the company ex¬ 
pansion. the station remodeled and part of the 
property converted to parking space and the 
store continues to serve the community. 

George White’s passing came in 1953 Mrs 
Mary White continues residence here, and at 
93, has active interest in the business 

Dean has gone on to many business ven¬ 
tures and is president of Whiteco Industries 
Inc., a conglomerate of which the local 
company is a part They operate nationwide 
and have operations in Mexico. South 
America and Europe. Dean is on boards of 
directors of Bank of Indiana, Methodist 
Hospital, WCAE Channel 50 and Trade Winds 
He has always had a fond hand in Shelby's 
growth, instrumental in beginnings of many 
things like the Fire Department. Lions Club, 
street lights committee, etc. He, wife Bar 
bara and family, reside in Crown Point. 

In ’76 Jim Shaw serves as president of the 
Shelby company aided by Mel Minion, vice* 
president of production; John Wright, 
National Sales Manager and John Zukley, 
office controller. Many of the town’s citizens 
work there and Cap Foley is cited as longest 
time employe, still on the job. 

Dean has a special place in his heart for 
Shelby and its people. “I always have been 
and still am very fond of Shelby/* he ad¬ 
mitted...it’s not what he says, but what he 
does that proves his love for a place he might 
think of as ““home." 


Hunting, 

In times to come, when the Shelby children 
of 1976 reflect on their days of life on the great 
Kankakee and in the countryside of Shelby, 
some will remember as the “King of the 
Kankakee” Denney David, one of the ‘‘best 
dum fishermen and hunters of this era.” 
Dennis, (right) son Denver, (center) and 
brother, Glenn, (left) caught this Northern 
Pike (about 15 lbs.) in the Kankakee River in 
about 1970. Dennis, a fisherman and hunter 
for the past 25 years, married a Shelby girl, 
Royce Luchene. They came to make their 
home here 12 years ago, and the family in¬ 
cludes Nina, Denver, Laurie, Dale and 
Georgia. 

Denney has caught everything from small- 
and large-mouth bass, perch, bluegill, 
crappie, goggle-eye. sunfish, walleye, nor¬ 
thern, catfish, eels, carp, sucker, buffalo and 
turtle in the river. He has fished the coun¬ 
tryside, Canada and parts of the world and 
says the Kankakee yields “the best-tasting 
fish ever.** Denney and his sons never waste 
fish or animal. They take nothing they cannot 
use and can clean or skin as good as any 
outdoorsmen of old times 

75-76 SOME OF BEST 

The Davids also hunt the Kankakee River 
area and reported that the 1975-76 years were 
among “the best hunting and fishing years 
ever” They said it was excellent for rabbit. 


Fishing Good In 



deer, quail and pheasant 

Denney said great outdoorsmen like Happy 
Cox, Lee Maddox, Jim Hall, Spoony and Seth 
Granger and Scott Struble taught him to hunt 
and fish. 

The late Spoony was the best duck caller 
and outdoorsman there was, Denney said. 
Scott Struble was the best troutline fisherman 
that lived, according to Denney, and trapping 
is still done here for muskrat, mink, beaver 
and raccoon. Cliff Shelhart of Thayer and 
Tom Yankauskas of Hebron are two of the top 
trappers in the area. Young Keith Clinton and 
Larry Foley do some trapping in the ditches, 
carrying on an old and well-known trade. 


1975-76 

The Davids live in one of the oldest homes in 
Shelby. Built by Max Ahlgrim, it was moved 
from Shady Shore (Ahlgrim’s Park) to the 
Struble property and then to its present site 
on Tyler Street. Ferrell DeMoss lived here 
during the time he ran a mink ranch. Skip 
Doty and a few of the town kids used to have a 
job feeding the critters. 

Denney said he knows many tales about the 
river as told by the Struble boys and other old- 
timers now gone “Ice Bayou” was just 
across the Mon on tracks; the name derived 
from the fact that there was an ice business in 
operation there for many early years. The 
Struble home site, where the Charles Cour- 
noyer home now sits, was the location of the 
21-room hotel they ran in the early 1900s Bob 
Henson’s property was once the site of the 
Struble saloon. 

GAME PLENTY 

Yes, Denney agreed, the straightening and 
dredging of the river did cut down on fish and 
fowl, but he claims there is still plenty of good 
game abounding for the fellow who knows 
how to get it. 

There is an art and special knowledge in 
hunting and fishing, and added to this is the 
fever and the wanting. There’s a whole book 
whispering in the winds of the old Kankakee 
yet...and Denney ’s the man who could write 
it. 




SHELBY BASEBALL TEAM members in 1936 (left to 
right) were Darrell Luchene. ♦ George Davis, * Ralph 
Hammersley, Gabby Hall, *Willard Curtis, Phil Brown, Red 
Luchene, Wilford Curtis, • Joe Collis and * Lath Head, 
manager. 

In 1950 team members included Don Frederick, Will 
Carlson, Bill Adams, Lefty Stater, William Knight, Joe 
Manno, Stanley Gaul, Sparky Hall, Ken Meyers, Dick Frah- 
m. Chub Hall, Arne Carlson, Don Ekern, John Gaul and Roy 


Delano. Gabby Hall was manager. 

In years past, the Shelby ball team was well known and 
played well! Playing ball in Shelby was a natural way of life, 
and some of the old timers still around here hope to have a 
Shelby ball team once again, good as it ever was. Until that 
time, however, the “old timers" ball team meets every fall at 
the Lions park to play one for old times’ sake. 

( • passed away) 


P-TO Work 
Underway By 1952 


Shelby Grade School P-TO (Parent- 
Teachers Organization), formerly known as 
P-TA, was organized in September, 1952 with 
Albert Quivey, first president; Geneva Wells, 
vice-president; Irene Hopper, secretary; and 
Mary Holton, treasurer. 

Through the years, meetings were held at 
the schoolhouse, where parents, teachers and 
guests were entertained by children, held 
discussions and were themselves educated in 
many ways. It was a time for teachers and 
parents to get to know one another and work 
together for common goals. 

Money-making projects were held, such as 
rummage and bake sales, the penny supper, 
drawings, bingos, spring fair and these days 
the “fun fair." These funds were used in 
various ways, supporting book rental, in¬ 


surance on books, 8th grade com¬ 
mencements, library books, shades for 
windows, rain outfits for patrol boys, storage 
cabinets, school picnics, TV, school ground 
equipment, basketball uniforms and many 
other things through the years. 

In years past, delegates attended the state 
convention, officers were installed by can¬ 
dlelight, and students were taken on field 
trips. 

In 1970, the P-TA was changed to P-TO and 
all money could be used here in Shelby. 
Present officers include Mary Frahm, 
president; Jimmie Shell, vice-president; 
Joyce Langston, secretary; and Linda 
Hayden, treasurer. Meetings are still con¬ 
ducted at the schoolhouse and the 
organization continues with the same goals; 
parents and educators working together. 


Fireman's Auxiliary 
Service To Community 

Patti Corning serves as president of the 
Shelby Volunteer Firemen’s Auxiliary with 
Gale Cross, vice-president; Marge Govert, 
secretary; and Linda Hanley, treasurer. 
Present members also include Alice Lee, 
Doris Hall, Ruth Hall, Louise Cross, Karen 
Green and Pat Clinton. 

Although the auxiliary was not active for a 
time, members hope to begin work to a 
greater degree in the Bicentennial year. 

The main project has been the annual 
dance, from which they use proceeds to aid 
the firemen with equipment or uniforms. The 
club consists of wives, mothers, daughters of 
firemen, widows of deceased firemen or 
wives of retired firemen. 

As members of the Indiana Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association Auxiliary, Inc., they 
have the same goals, “to foster and assist 
unity and harmony among the volunteer 
auxiliaries throughout the state... to promote 
legislative measures which tend to improve 
safety of the public and working conditions of 
members," among others. 






Shelby's own "Jigger” Sirois, youngest son ofFrenchieand Fern, 
is well-known in the racing field. A laborer by trade. Jigger is one of 
the many who have made a name for themselves engaging in hobby 


or sport. Jigger's love for the past 18 years has been racing. He has 
raced all types of cars and is a member of United States Auto 
Racing Club. 


Shelby Legend And Lore 


Any "man” alive in Shelby who has ever 
had pump or well trouble could always count 
on the expert help of Acey Brock way or Willie 
(Lee) Carlson for the past 20or 30 years. Acey 
has also been known to "witch water” and 
repair a pump with any materials he can lay 
his hands on first. Bill Gottschalk also ran a 
pump repair business for many years, as well 
as doing saw filing. 

In October 1975, the monument at Shelby 
Grade honoring service men of Shelby was 
sand blasted and cleaned after being defaced 
several years ago. 

Among the newest businesses of Shelby in 
1975 is the Kankakee Canoe Rental operated 
by native sons, Guy and Scott Carlson, sons of 
the Lee "Willie” Carlsons. 

Oct. 9, 1975 will be remembered as the day 
of the Shelby School bus accident. On a foggy 
Thursday morning, enroute to Lowell Junior 
and Senior High Schools, in a Tri-Creek 
School Corp. bus, 45 children were spared 


Ken Craft, bus driver, and several children 
were hurt. The bus struck a car owned by 
Pam Stiener and a Groen garbage truck on 
Route 55 in front of the Robert Brown home It 
was a time when many of this town spent a 
day together at St. Anthony Hospital. Crown 
Point. The two most seriously hurt, Connie 
Coonfare and Jamie Tilton, were in much of 
the news that year. 

The Andrew Schisslers ran the lumber yard 
in Shelby from 1946 till 1965. It was built in the 
early 1900s by John Kimmet and later 
operated by his son Charles Legend has it the 
office building was supposed to be a bank. The 
carpenters shed was made into a nouse in 
1947 by the Schisslers It now belongs to the 
Cap Foley family. The Schisslers sold the 
business to Dean White, and in about 1967, it 
was changed to become part of White 
Advertising Company’s operation here. 

Edna Cross, Shelby School cook noted 
village-wise for cooking the best beans a kid 


could lay his tongue to, remains a resident 
here. She served as school cook for more 
than 25 years. She came to Shelby as Edna 
Jones, 10 years old, daughter of John and 
Eliza Jones Her husband Cass was a farmer 
on Brown Ranch, ran a grocery store here 
and was janitor at Shelby School following 
Grandpa Estell, and served until his death in 
1940. The Cross family is known here through 
five generations. 

The first big project sponsored by the 
Shelby Lions, before Homecoming, was a big 
rodeo held on the Brown Ranch in 1945. It was 
a real wild west show and a very costly one 
too. L.R. Corten says he recalls the paying out 
of $40 for bucking horses, over $100 for a rodeo 
clown, and one of the main attractions was 
Rudy Kitcehberg and his educated horse 

Members of the Shelby Dike Committee are 
Lee Carlson, Chairman, Darrell Luchene; 
Don Parks; Theodore Mead; and James Hall 












Although not really in Shelby, this place in 
early days known for hunting and fishing, 
invariably laid claim to the old Fogli hotel, 
just across the river, as one of its own. Built in 
1898 by Ben Fogli, it was one of six hotels 
used by avid hunters of the past. 

Now it’s Camelot-owned and occupied by the 
Jack Lessies. They have remodeled and 
beautified the old place since their purchase 


of it several years ago. Some of the other 
hotels recalled were the Fuller Hotel. Hotel 
Doty, Hotel Sirois (these two are the same 
building run by different families at different 
times) the Crocker Hotel and Struble Hotel. 
There was one hotel located nearby the 
railroad where the men workers would spend 
a night. 


Shelby Lodge 


No. 742 I00F 


Chartered 1898 


The Shelby Lodge No. 742, IOOF, was 
chartered Nov. 17,1898, and charter members 
included C. W. Newbold, John E. Caster, John 
L. Fry, Frank Westman, Jay Ault and H. 
Worley. The Rebekah-Washington woman’s 
group was chartered Feb. 18, 1899 and 
members were Mrs. C. W. Newbold, Mrs. L. 
E. Newbold, Mrs. Fry, Mrs. J. and Mrs. M. 
Ault. 

The men meet the first and third Thursday 
of each month, and present officers are Lee 
R. Corten, noble grand; Raymond Zanders, 
vice grand; Clarence Bradley, recording 
secretary; Butch Jurs, financial secretary; 
and Melvin Strickhorn, treasurer. 

Rebekah officers are Irene Jones, noble 
grand; Marge Govert, vice grand; Verna 
Engelien, secretary; and Velma Basham, 
treasurer. 


Shelby Homemakers 
Active Since 1950 

Shelby Homemakers Club was organized 
March 31, 1950, at the home of Mrs. Herman 
Wunderink, who was president of the Shelby 
Senior Home Economics Club at the time. The 
primary purpose is education: learning to be 
better citizens and homemakers. 

Charter members Mrs. James Hall and 
Mrs. Harold Wells are still active. Other 
charter members were Mrs. Millard Hall, 
Mrs. Roy Honeywell, Mrs. Vincent and Vito 
Manno, Mrs. James Moscato, Mrs. Gerald 
Klein, Mrs. Floyd Hammersley and Mrs. 
Waldo Bartz. 

Among accomplishments are money 
donated to start book rental, help in buying 
toys and play equipment for kindergarten, 17 
sets of fiction books for Shelby Elementary 
School, in 1956, instrumental in forming the 
Shelby Community Service Club (Doris Hall’s 
idea), and the club sponsors the Shel-Bs 4-H 
Club both financially and with parties and key 
awards. 

Mrs. Lyle Patchett is the 1976 president; 
Mrs. Frank Cwik, vice-president; Mrs. Zern 
Hayden, secretary-treasurer. 

Originally formed with the name of Shelby 
Junior Home Demonstration Club, they 
changed the name several years ago to 
conform with a name change on state level. 
Present membership is 19, with meetings held 
the 4th Monday each month at 7:30 p.m. in 
member’s homes. They welcome new 
members to join the group. 


Shelby AG 4-H Club 
Begins Here In 1954 


Zern Hayden, assisted by Janet Coates 
Smith, Lyle Patchett and Mary Hayden, is 
leader for the Shelby Ag 4-H Club this 
Bicentennial year. In November officers 
installed were Mike Ford, president; Doris 
Coates, vice-president; Lisa Wheeler, 
secretary; Mike Wheeler, treasurer; Paul 
Hayden, reporter; Jeff Ford, song leader; 
Jay McCormick and Ted DeJong, recreation; 
Mike Kingma, health leader; Scott Hayden, 
safety; and Terry Miller, devotions. 

The Ag group was formed in April 1954 with 
Ted Anthony and Bill Nichols, instrumental in 
its beginning as first leaders. Ben Wheeler, 
Gaylord Patchett, Albert Quivey, Art 
Haberlin and Vernon Griffith are among past 
leaders. 

In recalling the “old days,” Bill Nichols 
said he was the first county 4-H leader in 1935. 
He joined 4-H in 1923 when he was 10 years old 
under the leadership of Ralph T. Oyler, the 
high school ag teacher at Lowell. At that time. 
Bill recalls, his project was a quarter acre 
potato patch. 

These days, both boys and girls belong to 
the Ag club and membership of the local club 
is 18 with meetings held the third Wednesday 
of each month, at 7:30 p.m. in the Lions 
clubhouse. 

Among accomplishments are one member 
winning the Nobel silverware award, a 1975 


grand champion swine at fair, a 1975 grand 
champion electric award and a junior 
showmanship award in dairy. They enter a 
float in the homecoming parade. 

Prince-Princess 
Contest Earn Funds 
For Lady Lions 

David Hanford and Kelly Hail were named 
prince and princess in 1975 in the annual 
contest sponsored at Kankakee Valley 
Homecoming by Lady Lions. 

When the contests began in 1951, it was just 
a princess contest when Linda Mulford, 
Cheryl Foley, Sally Saumeyer, Elsie Govert, 
Kathie Bartz, Carol Rae Wells, Nancy 
Strickhorn and Pam Manno were contestants 
with the winner, Donna Barton. Gloria Pace 
won in 1952, Carolyn Flatt in 1953, Connie 
Stowell in 1955, Susie Steel in 1956, Pamela 
Stoweil in 1959 and Janet Armstrong in 1960. 
The contest was not held every year. In 1969 
they changed it to include both boys and girls, 
and Raymond Vought won along with Lori 
Lindahl. In 1974 Joey Sears and Jodi Wagner 
were chosen. No names were available for 
1970 through 1973. 




Shelby Legend And Lore ^ h o elby 


Mrs. Earl Clinton died in June 74 and Joe 
Clinton’s passing came in February that 
year. In July that year, Mark Tuttle, 12, and 
Mrs. Tom Mead died. 

Donna Solomon underwent leg amputation 
in July of 74 and in September her dad, 
Herbert Solomon, passed away. Elmer Pace 
died in Oct. as did Frenchie Sirois 

1975 deaths included Frank Mazola, Gregg 
Bowman, Mrs. Elige Henson, Charles Cox, 
Chester Clinton, Mrs. Leslie Sharpe, Swede 
Benson, Elige Henson, Herman Uhter. 

Helen Vinson Clemens Shinkle, mother of 
Bette Clemens, was remembered as telling of 
the times when she and her parents, the John 
Vinsons, used to stay at the Gravel Road 
camps and camped on the farm once owned 


Throughout the past 11 years, the Shelby 
Lady Lions have been willing workers and 
noted helpmates to the Lions and to the 
community. 

Their first meeting was held Sept. 13, 1965, 
and officers were installed Oct. 11. Marge 
Govert was the president; Willadine Pace, 
vice-president; Ruth Corten, secretary; 
Tennis Corten, treasurer; Gloria Pace, tail 
twister; and Peggy Govert, Lion tamer. 
Other charter members were Teresa Payne, 
Wilma McLean, Elsie Govert, Clara Gragg 
and Gladys King. Representatives from 
Shelby attended their first district meeting 
Oct. 18, 1965, 

In 1966, the Lions gave responsibility and 
profit from the Kankakee Valley 
Homecoming food stand to the ladies. 

In past years the members, of which there 


“Hardly a Shelby man or woman alive 
won’t recall the flood of 75” might be the 
words we repeat to our grandchildren when 
we retell this chapter of our lives of then. On 
Thursday, June 26,1975, a hole about 50 feet in 
diameter broke through the river dike along 
Williams ditch in a place called “Shiners 
Hole.” Rapid flowing waters of the Kankakee 
flooded nearby residences, including 3,000 
acres of farmland. About 100 to 125 workers 
fought all night Thursday and Friday to stop 
the flood waters. They plugged the hole 3 
times with sandbags before they held, and 
everyone was here from National Guard to 
TV helicopters. Shelby was in local headlines 


by Mrs. Svorencik. They (the road co.) buUt 
many of the roads in the area. That camping 
place, two miles west of Shelby, is now owned 
by John Clemens, a son of Mrs. Shinkle. Mrs 
Sh inkle and husband Otto now live in 
Arkansas. 

The old Noah LaMore farm is remembered 
as the place where Jack Cramers now live 
and Cass and Edna Cross farmed there 
during the depression It was owned by 
Wunderinks before Cramers. 

The Railroaders used to change shifts at the 
present crossings up town. They used to stay 
at the big hotel nearby, located where White 
Advertisement company’s south portion now 
stands. On the same street was the old post 
office with living quarters at the rear 


are 22 in 1976, have worked on many projects, 
from adoption of a child at Ladoga Children’s 
Home to earning money for building and 
equipment. They sponsored the 
Homecoming Prince and Princess contest; 
provided a catering service for weddings, 
funerals and auctions; have helped fill 
baskets for the needy; helped with cleaning 
and maintenance of the Lions building; 
donated for the local ambulance fund; and 
have taken gifts and refreshments to 
residents of Great Oaks Home, among their 
many works. They are presently trying to 
help get a new kitchen equipped 

1976 officers are Phyllis Vought, president; 
Patti Corning, vice-president; Carol Camp¬ 
bell, secretary; Marge Govert, treasurer; 
Alice Lee, tail twister; Cathy Clinton, Lion 
tamer. The club meets the 4th Monday of each 
month at the Lions Club. 


and on radio and TV. Shady Shores homes 
were surrounded by water, and boats were 
used as the only means of transportation 
there. 

Local firemen were first on the scene, and 
later Sen. Ernie Niemeyer and Rep. Floyd 
Fithian were here to arrange meetings on the 
flood. No major flood control plans were 
completed by 1976, except the cleaning of 
Williams ditch for a length of 11 miles, which 
began in November 1975. Things had quieted 
down around Shelby by the time the nation’s 
birthday year came around, and in January 
the excitement was a town meeting held to 
keep the street lights burning! 



MICKEY CHTER 


Shopping in Shelby 50 years ago are among 
the pleasant memories of Mrs Charles 
“Mickey” Uhter who has lived here since a 
young woman. When she vElvera 
Grossman, she or her twin brother Elmer or 
older brother Albert would walk a mile to the 
grocery for her mother, Mrs William 
Grossman, but after her marriage in 1923 to 
Charles Uhter, they farmed on the Brown 
Ranch and generally drove to town on every 
Saturday night like most folks did. Some 
came by horse and buggy but Mickey was 
modern and could drive. 

She liked shopping at the Neal Sirois 
general store, a frame building which stood 
where Shelby Market is now. People went 
early and shopped quickly so that they could 
grab a seat on one of the two benches that sat 
back to back in the store’s center. These 
particular benches were laughingly referred 
to as gossip benches and on Saturday at the 
store was when one could catch up on all the 
town news. Farm wives like Mickey always 
took their butter and eggs in to trade on 
groceries Some was sold over the counter 
and the rest shipped by train to Chicago, 
Mickey recalled. She was proud of her butter 
because Neal always seemed to sell it over 
the counter. The store sold most everything 
and Mickey recalls she always got 50 cents a 
pound for her butter. Bills were paid at the 
end of each month and the grocer always 
gave a bag of candy for the kids 

Some women shopped every day and one 
lady, Marne Hessling, used to go to town 
every day at precisely 1 o’clock. One could 
almost set his watch by her, Mickey told. 

Mickey liked shopping in the old days...it 
had ritual and tradition. Neal’s store passed 
through several hands; it belonged to Cass 
Cross, George Hathaway and Bud Sirois 
before it burned in about 1938. Ed Gragg built 
the Royal Blue on this spot later run by Alf 
Carlson, his son-in-law and then sold to Dean 
White. It is now the Shelby Market There was 
also a store next to this run by George Dickey 
which also sold dry goods. Later Manno’s had 
a tavern here and it too burned in ’38. 

Charlie Uhter worked on the Brown Ranch 
from spring of ’23 until his passing in 1967. All 
their children, Shirley, Dick, Barb and Kay 
were born here. Son Dick took over where his 
father left off. Mickey says she doesn’t 
remember a lot of things exact, but she sure 
does recall the “butter and egg” days of store 
trading and wouldn’t trade these memories 
for the world. 


Lady Lions 
Formed In 1965 


1975 Flood Puts 
Shelby In News Again 


The 

Furniture Mart 



Charlie and June Reed, Owner 

1330 E. Commercial Avenue 
Lowell, Indiana 46356 

Phone 219-696-0355 


Shelby Lions Club 

" Serve" 

Meets 2nd and 4th Thurs- Monthly-8 p.m. 

Any person of good 
moral character interested in 
Shelby Community and humanity 
at large is invited to membership. 
Visitors Welcome. 

Russell Lee-Pres. 

Arnold Govert-Sec. 

Lee R. Corten-Tres. 

Robert O. Vought-Past Pres. 

Ernest Ford-lst Vice. 

Millard (Sparky) Hall-2nd Vice. 

Charles T. Mays-3rd Vice. 

John Corning-Lion Tamer 
Jack Cramer-Tail Twister 
Directors: Melvin Strickhorn Harold Wells 
James (Chub) Hall Everett Piatt 


Shel-B’s 
4-H Club 

4-H Motto 

" *7<x 74e Sett Setter " 

1976 Officers 

Teresa Miller-Pres. 

Carolyn Hoover-V. Pres. 

Janet Hoover-Sec. 

Melinda Kingma-Treas. 

Lori Potter-Reporter 
Rosemary Coates-Song Leader 
Ellamae Hoover-Safety Leader 
Linda Bozak-Health Leader 
Sara Frahm, Misty Strickhorn- 
Recreation Leaders 
Karen Parks-Devotions 
Doris Coates-Public Relations 

1976 Leaders 

Mrs. Vearn Coates Mrs. Dean Hoover 
Mrs. Dennis Smith Mrs. Zern Hayden 
Mrs. Sam Kingma Mrs. Robert Potter 
Meeting Date - 3rd Sat. 


Kankakee Valley 
Senior Citizens 

Set. w 
'Zfixu one antcf 
at <Uct at you £eel'’ 

Walter Watts- President 
Lillian Hartnup-Vice President 
Elvera Uhter-Secretary 
Mabel Carison-Treasurer 

Meets 1st Mon. Monthly 
Lions Club 7:30 p.m. 










A modern day version of the old lamp lighters are members of the volunteer Shelby 
Light Committee for 1976. Tom Lindahl, chairman, with Mel Bauske, Dean Osbum and 
Tay Studer, serve as collectors of funds here to keep the downtown section of Shelby 
burning. The lights were installed about 20 years ago by NIPSCO, and the original 
committee included L. R. Corten. Dean White, the late Harold Sampson, Tony Heim and 
Bob Sirois. This important but little acclaimed service performed in the past was best 
appreciated when one time, years ago. the lights were turned out “by mistake.*’ Corten 
will serve as advisor for the group. 



SHELBY GRADE SCHOOL STAFF of 1975-76 includes, (front, left to right). Helen 
Gurevitz. grade four ; Hermia Wilson, kindergarten and grade three; Alice Davis, grade 
one; Edna Jane Miller, grade two; (second row) Helen Law, cook; Marilyn Trueblood. 
aide; Leah Laudig, secretary ; and (standing, left to right) Vernon Childress, grade five; 
Doug Hamstra, music; Charles Weitbrock, custodian; and Stan Hurst, principal. 


Shelby Legend 
& Lore 


In Oct. of 1968 Joy Brown was grand prize 
winner for her African native costume in the 
Shelby School Hallowe'en contest. 

Shelby School cheerleaders for 68-69 at 
Shelby were Sandy Hagle, Joy Brown, Jennie 
Haberlin and Tammy Miller. 

In Sept. '68 James Cooper, principal, an¬ 
nounced enrollment of 135 at Shelby and in¬ 
troduced teachers, Mrs. Sheldon Miller, Mrs 
Hermia Wilson, Mrs. Lyons, Jack Fisher and 
Charles Diddie. 

In September Frank Fursman sold his tools 
and some furniture at public auction and went 
from Shelby to make home in Mt. Ayr with 
niece, Mrs Deb Mathews This house was 
rented to Jack Fisher, teacher and now owned 
by Joe Sears family. 

An electric organ was purchased for St. 
Theresa Church by the Altar-Rosary Sodality. 
In September the old pump organ, played so 
well by Miss Mary Holton, was put to rest 

A new milkman in August of 68 was Ralph 
Ostrom for the Bordon Co. servicing Lake 
Village, Schneider, Thayer, Roselawn and 
Shelby Ralph now of Thayer is a township 
trustee and real estate man having retired 
from the milk business. 

August 68 Janet Coates' grand champion 
steer sold for $1,400 dollars at the Lake 
County Fair. 

In July ’68 groundbreaking ceremonies 
were held for the new building to be erected at 
601 Indiana Street. It will house a branch 
office for Bank of Indiana and the local post 
office. Completion was set by Dec 1. 

Servicemen in ’68 included Richard Frahm, 
U. S. Army who served in Vietnam, David 
Anthony who came home that year after three 
years of Naval Duty, Marine Cpl. Larry 
Strickhorn, tank mechanic in Nam and Neil 
Stuppy, U. S. Marines 

Kankakee Valley Community club began 
the 28 X 60 Community Building on Tyler 
Street, 1968 

Shelby School cafeteria began serving 
breakfast at school at low cost with a special 
grant from U. S. Government on a trial basis 
in ’68 The breakfasts are still going in ’76. 

Mrs. Mick Uhter moved from the Brown 
Ranch to Prohosky house in town in 1968 Her 
son Dick and family moved to the ranch in 
June. 

At 20th Kankakee Valley Homecoming 
time, ball park and club house were an¬ 
nounced “free of debt" by Shelby Lions, and 
plans made for the 96 x 38 foot addition in 68 

In ’68 the eyes had it! Barry Basham , 16, 
had eye injury working on a go cart. Mrs. 
Millard Hail had eye surgery in July. 

Biggs Bowlerettes were first place winners 
in 1968 Kankakee Valley Ladies Handicap 
League. 

In February *74 Roy Ironsides died of bums 
suffered when an oil stove exploded in his 
home. 



History Of Shelby Post Office 




Since establishment in 1882, the Shelby post office has been operated 
in various locations. In the early 1900’s it was on the west side of 
Shelby Hoad (route 55). Today it is located on the east side of Shelby 
Hoad in a modern building shared by Bank of Indiana and built in 1968. 

4-H In Shelby 
Began 46 Years Ago 


The original charter for the local 4-H group 
goes back to 1930, when the Shel-Ans were 
organized under the leadership of Mrs. 
Edward Peterson. Miss Ruth and Miss Mary 
Holton were other early leaders. 

Mrs. Albert Quivey reactivated the club 
around 1947, and it was renamed the Shel-Bs, 
with leaders Mrs. Andrew Schissler, Mrs. 
Paul McDonald and Mrs. John Kurz. 

In 1950, Mrs. Waldo Bartz became a leader 
and served for 17 years. In 1953, the 25 
members enrolled completed their projects 
100 per cent, and the Shel-Bs Club became the 
first club in Lake County to earn the honor 
seal for club work. Donna Franklin was 
president of the club that vear. Mrs. Bartz 
and Mrs. William J. Nichols were adult 
leaders. Assisting as project leaders during 
this period were Mrs. Gene Flatt, Mrs. Ed 


Erway, Mrs. Charles Hopper, Mrs. Earl 
Pace, Mrs. Harold Johnson. Mrs. Vincent 
Manno served as adult leader for one year, as 
did Mrs. Hopper. Largest enrollment at this 
time was 37 members and the smallest, 
seven. 

Current leaders are Mrs. Dean Hoover, who 
has been administrative leader for eight 
years; Mrs. Zern Hayden, beginning foods, 
Mrs. Sam Kingma, advanced foods; Mrs. 
Vearn Coates, crafts. Mrs. Arthur Haberlin 
was a project leader for many years before 
moving to the Lake Dalecarlia area, where 
she and her husband organized a new 4-H 
club. There are presently 17 members in the 
Shel-Bs. Several leaders were former 
members of the club when they were 
younger: Mrs. Bartz, Mrs. Coates and Mrs. 
Smith. Mrs. Hayden was a 4-H member in a 
Lowell club. 


One of the mysteries surrounding the 
establishment of the town of Shelby, recorded 
as Village of Shelby, concerned the various 
dates uncovered in writing its history. 

According to National Archives Records, 
Washington, D C., the local post office was 
established on Aug. 25, 1882, four years before 
the village was plotted in 1886 and five years 
before its recording in 1887. 

Benno Luedeckey was appointed post¬ 
master on date of establishment and was 
followed by William F. Singleton, May 16, 
1883; Richard Fuller, April 7, 1884; J.L. 
Huston, Sept. 29, 1884; Charles J. Sauter, Oct. 
16, 1884; Seth J. Bentley, April 23, 1890; 
Charles Sauter, Jan. 13, 1892; Emanuel 
Sollars, June 22, 1893; James N. Moore, May 
12,18%; John E. Caster, May 29, 1897; Robert 
H. Ahlgrim, April 26, 1905; Charles Parrish, 
June 16, 1908; Sada E. Reed, March 8, 1910; 
Anna A. Dickey, April 12, 1915; Ida M. 
Clement (acting), Jan. 2, 1919; Lylah 

Clement, March 29, 1926 (name changed by 
marriage to Mauck on June 24, 1926). She was 
followed by Hobart Estill, Oct. 3, 1935 (ac¬ 
ting) confirmed June 23, 1936; Mrs. June 
Dickey, Nov. 17, 1937 (acting); Mrs. Jean 
Wann, Nov. 22, 1937 (acting) confirmed May 
14, 1938; Mrs. Ellen J. Studer (acting) June 
16,1943, confirmed Sept. 21, 1944. Mrs. Luella 
Flatt was confirmed as postmaster for Shelby 
March 17, 1973 and continues this job in 1976. 

The Thayer Post Office, Newton County 
was established as Kenney Sept. 7, 1880 and 
William M. Kenney was postmaster. The 
name was changed to Thayer on Nov. 18, 1881. 
Other postmasters who served this neigh¬ 
boring post office were Annie De Fries, April 
25,1893; John W. Tanner, July ?, 1897; Joseph 
R. Kight, June 18, 1902; Louis P. Kuss, Sept. 
10, 1904; Frank M. Fuller, April 25, 1908; 
Joseph Kight, Feb. 10, 1909; Henry DeFries, 
July 18, 1914; Milton H. Cobb, Feb. 21, 1923; 
Elmer A. Cyphers May 22, 1923; Thomas 
Spitler, Nov. 14, 1934 (acting); Milton Cobb, 
Nov. 15, 1935 confirmed; Mrs. Norman J. 
Roadruck (acting) March 1, 1951, confirmed 
Aug. 30; Mrs. Jean M. Wann, (acting) Nov. 
10, 1960; Lillian M. Wiseman, Sept. 6, 1963 
(acting); Miss Sandra A. Benson, confirmed 
Oct. 7, 1966 and still serving. 


















Kankakee River Life Opens 


To Gatherers Of The Past 



SHELBY YIELDED many of the priceless items in Don Flatt's collection, part of 
which is pictured here. In the frames are spears and knives fronted by celts and axes. 
Along the front are assorted spears and knives and (center front), a fluted point. The 
clay pot (left) is an Upper Mississippian found at the Brown Ranch and the pot. (right) is 
a late Woodland found at the old Joe Yale farm. On the left are two gorgets, two pendants 
and a boat stone in center. On the right are slate banner stones. In center are four 
plummets and in front of them, five clay pipes. 

Don. a lifetime resident, was bom in Water Valley (known as the south part of Shelby 
now) 45 years ago and has been a collector of Indian relics for 24 years. Don belongs to 
the Central States Archelogical Society and the Archelogical division of the Indiana 
Historical Society. His wife, Charlotte, and family. Dan, Dawn, Dennis. Danette and 
RoseMarie, are all interested in his hobby and have joined him on many “digs.” The 
family includes two grandsons. When the subject of Indian relics arises in Shelby, and it 
often does, people here like to think of Don Flatt as their own “prise” in this field. 


Senior Home Ec. Begins In 1928 


One of the first clubs to be organized in 
Lake County, the Shelby Senior Home 
Demonstration Gub began in 1928 Mrs. 
Andres (Rosa) Holton was first president. 
(She was mother of Miss Mary and Miss Ruth 
Holton, longtime Shelby teachers). Other 
presidents during the formative years were 
Mrs. Spieth, Mrs. Samuel (Hattie) Sirois, 
Mrs. Schilling, Mrs. Silas Latta, Mrs. Helen 
Smith, Mrs. Garriott, Mrs. Edward (Anna) 
Peterson. 

Mrs. Roy Corten has been a continuous 
member for 37 years, and Mrs. George White 
ranks not far behind in seniority. 

Through the years the club has supported 


the local 4-H girls, furnishing 4-H pins and key 
awards, entertaining them on Achievement 
Day, and with funds for camp. They have 
given donations to many of the community 
projects such as fire department, school and 
Homecoming events. They have helped with 
funeral dinners and encouraged organization 
of the Shelby Junior Home Demonstration 
Gub. 

This year the group has gone on inactive 
status. The late Miss Mary Holton and Mrs 
Raymond Wickberg were the last two 
presidents. The Shelby community will long 
remember the wise and wonderful ladies of 
this organization 



Ralph “Porky” McCTanahan. a Shelby area 
farmer for 18 yean on the Harold Dahl farm 
found many Indian arrowheads, hand tools, 
knives, blunts etc. in the Held during planting 
season over the years. Part of his collection is 
pictured here and Ralph is now a farmer for 
John Kelthley in Lowell. Evidence of these 
artifacts show that Indians lived, worked and 
hunted in Shelby area years ago. 


Before the platting by William R. Shelby, 
before the straightening of the Kankakee, 
before the winding trip down the Theak Ki Ki 
by LaSalle and even before the hunting and 
fishing days of the Potawatomi and Miami, 
Shelby was inhabited by a people who left 
their calling cards of time which might be 
forever secret and hidden things if it were not 
for the “gatherers of the past” like Don Flatt 
and Ralph McGanahan. 

What is a hobby in the beginning sometimes 
ends up a lifetime of appreciation of priceless 
cultures and ancient times and when once 
entered must be explored even more. 

Some artifacts were found in the several 
Indian burial grounds in the Shelby area, Don 
explained in telling about his collection of 
more than 5,000 pieces He has dug in the 
Wunderink mound near the Izaak Walton hall, 
and in one just north of Shelby, to name a few 
Ralph's findings came mostly from the 
Harold Dahl farm fields. 



St. Theresa Church 


Rt. 55 - Shelby 
Est. 1938 

Mass-Sun. 9 a.m. Holy Days-7:30 p.m. 



Altar-Rosary Officers 

Mrs. Ed Enway-President 
Mrs. Larry Green-Vice-President 
Mrs. Richard Hayden-Secretary 
Mrs. Richard Frahm Jr.-Treasurer 
Mrs. Dean Tilton-Reporter 
Mrs. Tom Barrett-Vigil Lights 


1975 Council 

Jeff Frahm-Liturgy 
Mrs. Tom Barrett-Activities 
Mike Hudak-Maintenance 
Michael McMillan-Finance 
Mrs. Richard Hayden-Education 
George Magdos-General Rep. 
Mrs. Ed Erway-Rosary 
Nancy Hudak -Youth 


Commentators-Michael McMillan - Burt Peterson 
Organists • Mrs. Donald Flatt • Lucinda Mitsch - Susie Peterson 



















St. Theresa 
First Church 



St. Theresa Mission church was established 
in 1938 and met at the parsonage of its first 
priest, Rev. John S. Woods. This small, tar 
papered building, which held, its seams 
bulging, about 34 parishoners, is now a home 
located on W. 233rd Avenue. 

Some of the first names included Manno, 
Mandioni, Eich, Kimmett, Holton, Flatt, 
Haslett, Moscato, Fogli, Sirois. Leslie, Rah- 
mueller and Carson. The people knelt on the 
floor and sat in straight, hard benches. With 
love and dedication they gathered in force to 
build a “real” church building in 1940 on land 
donated by Sam Sirois. It was dedicated May 
12, 1942 in special ceremonies attended by 
Bishop Noll. 

Father Woods served the church for 28 
years, from its beginning until his passing 


Nov. 19, 1966. He was born Jan. 27 in LaSalle, 
Ill. son of Thomas Francis and Ann Cosgrove 
Woods He attended Brothers of Mary and 
Sisters of Charity in LaSalle, college and 
seminary at St. Mary Seminary, Perryville 
Mo He was ordained by the late Archbishop 
Glennon in St. Louis June 6, 1906. He served a 
total of 60 years as a priest and was 84 years 
old when he died. Other priests who have 
served as administrator for the church in¬ 
clude Fathers Chester Zurawiec, Matthew 
Spebar. George Kashmer, William Eilerman 
and Joseph Rodak who came here in July of 
1975. Many improvements were made to the 
church building throughout the past years 
including addition of bathroom, drainage 
tiles, painting and decorating, heating, and 
air conditioning. The corner property was 
purchased in Nov. 1969 


Altar Rosary 
Began In 1958 


St. Theresa Altar-Rosary Sodality began 
Sept. 4, 1958 with officers, Mrs. Henry 
Hubeny, president; Mrs. Ed Erway, vice 
president; Mrs. Merrill Miller, secretary - 
treasurer, Mrs. Jack Haslett, program 
chairman; Mrs. Adolph Yankauskas, 
membership. 

Meetings were set as first Tuesday of the 
month and dues were 25 cents a month. There 
were 14 original members; besides officers 
there were Miss Mary and Ruth Holton, Mrs. 
Robert Harper, Mrs. Elizabeth Kimmett, 
Miss Helen Young, Mrs Markowski, Mrs. 


Jerry Klein, Mrs. Helen Engels and Mrs. 
Rose Cinko. 

Projects through the years included linen 
basket established in 63 and still going, 
parties at Beatty Memorial Hospital, quilt 
raffle, rummage and bake sales, paper drive, 
fashion shows and corn games. 

1975-76officers are Mrs Erway, president; 
Karen Green, vice; Mrs. Richard Hayden, 
secretary; Mrs. Richard Frahm Jr., 
treasurer; Mrs. Tom Barrett, vigil light; 
Mrs. Cobb and Green, membership; Mrs. 
Dean Tilton, reporter-sunshine. 



Essie Rat Cobb 

Essie Flat! Cobb is the only charter 
member of St. Theresa Catholic Church 
among the present membership. She and her 
family were among those who began its 
formation in ’38 and she continues as an ac¬ 
tive member of both church and Altar-Rosary 
Sodality. Essie is known here for her constant 
dedication to church, home, family and 
community. 

CCD Program 
Starts At 
St. Theresa 

Mrs. Frank Nichols was the first CCD 
coordinator when the school of religion began 
at St. Theresa in 1968 Father George Kash¬ 
mer was pastor then and the years were 
highlighted by Christmas parties, pot luck 
parties, May processions for first com¬ 
municants and year end awards programs 
1975 coordinator is Mrs Richard Frahm Jr. 
with Mrs. Len Starr, secretary and Mrs 
Ramona Hall, treasurer 
Fund raising is a holiday bazaar and 
teachers are Mrs. Hall, preschool; Mrs Jeff 
Frahm, kindergarten-lsr gr.; Mrs Burt 
Peterson, first communion; Mrs. Hayden, 
grades 3-4; Mrs. Starr, 5-6; Mrs*. Janet Frah 
m, 7-8 and high school. Father Rodak assisted 
by Mrs. Don Flatt. 









Strubles Among First 
Settlers In River Town 



“Grover Scott Struble’’ 


The Struble boys and the Kankakee river 
were lifelong friends. Scott, pictured here in 
1963, had just celebrated his 75th birthday and 
he and George celebrated it most by telling 
their story to Shelby reporter for the Lake 
County Star. 

Pat Tilton’s story read “Here in Shelby, 
near the flowing waters Scott was born Nov. 
11, 1888, son of George and Nancy Sollars 
Struble. His boyhood days were spent here; 
he attended the Shelby school and at age 10 
began the hunting, fishing and trapping that 
provided his living as a man. 

The three Struble “boys” remembered are 
Scott’s older brother John “Poky” who died 
July 24, 1959 and younger brother, George 
with whom he made his home. Their father 


operated a saloon for 18 years, from 1891 until 
1909 when this town was voted dry, the 
brothers recalled. For as many years and 
more, their mother ran the hotel where people 
from all over the county came to spend a 
weekend or vacation, to hunt and fish at well 
known Water Valley, abundant then with 
wildlife. 

The boys trapped muskrat, mink, coon, fox 
and beaver along the river. “There were lots 
of geese and ducks to hunt in those days too.” 

In ’63 the brothers told that the wildlife had 
dwindled away slowly and fishing was very 
poor in the river last summer. 

The Strubles have never given up hope, 
however, that the best of the Kankakee will be 
recaptured one day. 


“The river has been our lives and our 
work,” George said, “except for the time we 
worked on construction for Col. John 
Wheeler, a man we hold dear in our hearts.” 

TTiey also operated a service station and 
store for several years. 

In 1963 the brothers could be found almost 
any warm day by the river bank where they 
rented out boats and sold bait. 

Seeing them there, one might think, “What 
would the Struble boys have done without 
their beloved Kankakee?...but then what 
would the Kankakee done without the Struble 
boys.” 

Scott passed away Dec. 5,1963, a short time 
after the interview and George died Sept. 20, 
1972 at the age of 72. 






Remember The Boys 



Who Served 



FLOYD "BEANS” HAMMERSLEY 



CHUB HALL 


BUZ CROSS 


GENE FLATT 








Remember The Boys Who Served 



BOB TUTTLE 






JOE CLINTON 



GABBY HALL 


DEAN TILTON 







PILLGRLWS PROGRESS was a real, living adventure for 
first graders at Shelby School the day before Thanksgiving, 
1975. Teachers Mrs. Alice Davis and her pupils, as a climax 
to a month of history study on pilgrim progress from England 
to Shelby, dressed the part. Pictured are Denise Alexander, 
Syllia Auxier, Jeff Barnes, Tarina Call, Georgia David, 


Michelle Frahm, Jeffrey Gates, Nicole Guske, James Hall, 
John Poppewell. Michale Knight, Danny Lambert, Fonda 
Langston, Gregory Remesnik, Cindy Shell, Michel! 
Stegenga, George Tuttle, Randall Wilson and Mark Pop- 
peweU. 


LOWELL DAIRY 

2302 Belshaw Rd. 

Lowell, Ind. 
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Wholesaler For 
Dixie Products 
Kraft Cheeses 


Phone 

696-8868 
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Parent-Teachers Organization 
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Kankakee Valley Senior Citizens 


Kankakee Valley Senior Citizens Club 
meets every first Monday at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Shelby Lions club to plan events for its 33 
members to enjoy together. 

Standing left to right are Albert Carlson, 
Doris Cockerell. L. R. Corten, Mabel Carlson, 
Melvin Strickhom. Mrs. Strickhorn, Bert 
Moyer and Mrs. Moyer. Seated, L to R, Mrs 
L. R Corten, Lillie Viers, Lillian Hartnup and 
Mickey Uhter. 

Others not pictured are Clara Reed, Mr, 
and Mrs. Wallie Watt, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Drisner, Mr. and Mrs. Fred McRoberts, Mrs 
Elsie Churchill, Mrs. Myra Knapp, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bill Boesel, Macie Reed, Vem Rouse. 
Francis Love, Minnie Lee, Frieda Mueller, 
Gertrude Liptak, Mr. and Mrs. Arnold 
Govert, Ogretta Lane, and Emma Stewart. 

Officers are Walter Watts, president; Mrs, 
Hartnup, vice-president; Mrs. Uhter, 
secretary and Mrs. Carlson, treasurer. 

The group formed in 1969 and through the 



years have enjoyed many activities including 
potlucks, dances, field trips and picnics. They 
also work together gathering information 
beneficial to the older persons such as Social 
Security studies. Tlie local club is open to any 


area residents 50 years and older. It is a social 
group and not involved in any money making 
projects 

Snow Storm Brings 
Unusual Excitement 

A freak snow storm March 16, 1970 caused 
unusual excitement in Shelby when an 
Indiana State Police helicopter came to the 
rescue of an expectant mother. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Brockus (Norma 
Jean Sayers) became parents of twins, Billie 
Jo. 7 lb. 8 oz. girl and Harry Francis. 7 lb. 6 oz. 
boy within minutes after the landing near 
Gary Methodist Hospital. 

Shelby and the Brockus family were 
headline news that day when the whole town 
buzzed with excitement. 


School Daze At Shelby 

‘ Ss TiMuM 



Left row. front to back. Walter Schmidt, Roger Parks and Patty Osburn. Hubert Dutton and Joe Clemens. Row 4 - Phyllis Leach, Art 
Schmidt. Row 2 - Russell Nichols, Alan Strickhom, William Morris. Iliff, Bud Henson. Jigger (Leon) Sirols, Phyllis Hamilton. Judy 
Pat Doty. Doris Doty. Dorothy Walters. Juanita Midkiff. Row 3 - Sc hiss I er and L. R. Corten. 

Robert Johnson. Chuck Iliff, Pat Benson. Sandy Benson. Carol 





ALL THE BOYS, years ago, stopped in to see old George business was run for a time by the Darin Spitlers, Opal 

St ruble...have a coke and maybe ice cream. Here George Brown and the Robert Voughts before it was made into the 

mans the counter in the early 40's at the old station- Vought home, 

restaurant down by the Kankakee River. This same 
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All In Shelby Have 
Memory Of 67 Blizzard 


(Taken in part from Pat Tilton’s account of 
the blizzard of 1967 in Shelby) 

(Lake County Star, Feb. 3) 

On Friday Darin Spitler was sighted 
walking from Orchard Grove service station 
on Road 2 near where his vehicle bogged 
down. He was heading for Shelby, a town he 
was sure was on the map somewhere. He 
started out at 1 o’clock and puffed into town 
about four that afternoon. Darin, of course, 
lives in Thayer, but Shelby for him was good 
enough 

Two other Shelby area fellows, Gene Brunton 
and Lee Maddox, also enjoyed a Saturday 
hike from Joe Martin Road. Philip Spitler was 
stranded Thursday night at Independence 
Hill and walked to a relative’s home a few 
miles away. 

In her devotion to the Lowell Library, Mrs. 
Albert Quivey assumed her duties there 
Thursday morning, despite warning of heavy 
snow. On Monday she was still at her post 
She just stayed. 

Like a lot of others, Bob Wilson of Portage, 
son of the Art Wilsons, stayed at the Steel 
Mills. Bob slept two nights in the office. 

Mary Wiening skidded on Road 55 Thursday 
on the way to work and left her car in a drift 
near Orchard Grove Cemetery. 

Waldo Bartz of Shelby, a field consultant for 
Sargent and Lundy, was stranded in his office 
at the University of Illinois, Chicago, until 
Saturday with 200 students. The students, 
strangely enough, were at the school Thur¬ 
sday to hear a guest speaker who prophesied 
the great storm. No one believed her. Waldc 
set out for home Saturday about 4 a m. On Joe 
Martin Road, he came across a motorist 
stuck in the middle of the highway. Waldo, a 
Good Joe, helped the motorist and got stuck 
himself. Well, the grateful motorist just up 
and drove away, leaving Waldo standing 
knee deep in his own troubles Waldo hasn’t 
been able to figure it out yet and hasn’t been 
the same since. 

Most of south county folks are really good- 
hearted and helpful like Lee Carlson. Three 
persons called to report that Lee worked 16 
continuous hours to help free neighbors. He 
virtually plowed out Shady Shores with the 
help of Samaritans like Rich Blaemire, Mike 
Cinko, John Drisner, Ed Erway, Fred 
Wiening, John Doty. To heck with Hazel, in 
Shelby it’s hooray for Willie! 

A few other good guys were Bob Tuttle and 
his big garbage truck. How about Charlie 
Reed? He led the way for Dean Tilton on Rt. 
55 after Dean’s windshield wipers literally 
blew away in the storm. Good old Bob Doty 
helped too. 

John Bruce was coming home from work 
and got stuck near Schneider. He was rescued 
by brother Ronnie on a tractor. Mike Cinko 


stayed at Lake Central High School until 
Saturday night Six at the Lowell Sears store 
broke out sleeping bags when they couldn't 
make it home. 

Bob Vought and Red Luchene delivered a 
lot of milk, donated by Vyletta Black, around 
town. 

People in Shelby expressed appreciation for 
men like John Stiener and boys, Amie Go vert, 
Glenn McLean, Charlie Reed, Lee Carlson, 
Bob Tuttle, Bob Harper, Dick Hayden, John 
and Rich Wunderink, Ray Matthis, Warren 
Schoon, Cap Foley and Don Ebert...all 
helpers in the storm. John Shelhart rescued 
people by tractor, Steiners got coal to the 
Rev. Glasgow and family, and Frank 
Mlynarczyks cared for children during the 
storm. 

It was summed up with “The good Lord 
wanted to give us all somthing to think 
about.. .that we certainly all need one another 
and Him too. I seem to hear Him telling us in 
this way, that so many, many things are 
really not important at all. It is important to 
know that man, for all his power and 
knowledge, cannot stand alone.’’ 



Even the helpers needed help during the big 
snows of ’67 when the midwest, Shelby in¬ 
cluded. was bogged down in a week of 
serenity. It was a time when much neighborly 
love abounded in Shelby-Town...a time for 
baking bread...for churning butter...for hip- 
high boots and for sharing. 


Shelby 

Legend And Lore 


Not to leave the farmers and land owners 
out, dear good fellows they are; those having 
land surrounding Shelby, if it be five acres or 
several hundred, include Gene and Gladys 
Lovell, Walter Guettner, Richard Wunderink, 
the Andy Schisslers, Raymond Matthis, Joe 
Cuizinas, Jack Cramer, Pete Domelle, Don 
Parks, Clifford Marsh, “Fat” Curtis, Norman 
Strand, John Wunderink, Wesley Hayden, old 
Heiser Place (Bill Hayden), old John Black 
farm, Sheldon Miller, the Dean Hoovers and 
the Brown Ranch. Some of these are dairy 
farmers; some raise grain, cattle or hogs; 
some raise vegetables and flowers, others 
raise families; and some raise heck! 

There was a big train wreck in the late 1930s 
old timers recall. The train was partially on 
the Monon river bridge and some of the cars 
fell into the Kankakee River. There was much 
excitement that day and also in 1938 when the 
Manno Tavern and dance hall and Bud Sirois 
Store burned down. Called “Dickey Hail,” the 
dance hall was a two-story building owned by 
Frank Manno (who now lives in Sun City, 
Ariz.) It stood where the Shelby Lounge now 
stands uptown. It is told that the Monday after 
the fire, Frank and son Vito, who played for 
dances, declared there would be a dance that 
next Saturday night! Work was begun and a 


building erected that very week. The dance 
was held! 

Adrian Corten and Mary Dickey worked at 
the Sirois store in 1938. Bud Sirois was of the 
same stubborn mind and couldn't be put down 
by a mere fire. He moved into what is now the 
pizza place, and took up business as soon as 
new stock arrived. Pioneers of Shelby must 
have been tougher than wild turkey. And 
that’s how America got to be 200 years old 

Acey and Clara Brockway were among the 
several people in this area who lived for a 
time in a tent. Acey’s wild tales of tent living 
could make an undertaker smile. 

Shelby is the home of two auctioneers, 
Charles Reed and Veam Coates. No contest 
has been held to see who can sing a sale 
faster, louder or longer, but it has been said 
that both have soaked up the river water for 
long enough to produce the finest of vocal 
chords. 

Among the many early day busi¬ 
nesses, some tell of a sorghum mill 
located on the north end of town, just behind 
where the school property is now. No one 
living can exactly recall when it ran or went 
out of being ..only that it was a very sticky 
business 


Faith Assembly of God Shelby Hardware 

Has 10th Anniversary 

I. Euce.t.n. 1 ,. I,„ Began In 1887 


As Blacksmith Shop 


1976 will be the 10th anniversary of the 
Faith Assembly of God Church, Shelby, and 
plans are being made for special celebration. 

The church, formerly called Faith Mission 
was started in Thayer, Ind. in 1966 in a con¬ 
verted bam on the Russel Denham property. 
Russel served as the pastor from then until 
Jan. 1973 and two additions on the original 
structure were added for space. 

The membership at the start were the 
Denham and Marvin Van Houten families 
Rev. Tom Heredeen and family came to 
pastor the church in Nov. 1973 and the move to 
Shelby to the building at 23501 Fillmore 
Street, formerly occupied by Community 
Christian Church, transpired in Nov. 1974. 
Dedication was held Feb. 23, 1975 with Rev. 
Charles Crank of Indianapolis, guest speaker. 
At this time, the name was also changed to 
Faith Assembly of God. 

Services on Sunday include Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., worship at 10:30a.m., young people 
Christ Ambassador meeting 6 p.m., 

Evangelistic service 7 p.m. and Wed Bible 
Study and Prayer 7 p.m. 


Dean Osbum of Shelby purchased the Sirois 
Hardware and a bit of history as well. He 
reopened in Sept. 1975 after remodeling the 
old building erected in two parts by the Sirois 
family - the old south section in 1887 by Sam 
Sirois who began with a blacksmith shop 
there and later enlarged with the north 
section built in about 1950 by his son Earl, 
“Frenchie.” Father and son operated an 
International Harvester Implement shop 
across the road where the Custom Farm 
Service work station is now. 

Osbum, grandson of Claud (whose story 
appeared in this book) also has an insurance 
and realty office at the store’s rear. 

The main sales room counter has been 
moved to the front and where the old “rubber 
plant” used to stand taking up a whole corner, 
he has put in a paint supply. 

Sam Sirois retired in the 1940’s and like 
Frenchie, couldn’t stay away. He came back 


to his beloved store. He died in 1947. 

Frenchie Sirois, also remembered as one of 
the best race car mechanics, worked at this 
trade 28 years. He served owner Belanger 
and worked on three Indianapolis 500 winners 
- in 1951 driven by Lee Wallard, in 1957 by Sam 
Hanks and in ’58 by Jimmy Bryan. Bryan and 
Frenchie also won 2nd in the Monza race that 
year. 

In the hardware store, kerosene was sold 
and there was a gas pump in front of the old 
shop. The old well-water pitcher pump is also 
gone now, but for years stood a handy servant 
to those who needed it when their own were 
out of order. 

Frenchie, aged 79, turned the key to the 
store on July 6, ’74 and took sick the next day. 
He never returned to his store and died that 
Oct. 10. 

People in Shelby will be glad to be able to 
stop in the hardware again because it will be 
like visiting an old friend. 


Shelby Church Of Christ 

Pierce Street 

Est. 1899 


Bert Moyer-Elder 

Melvin Strickhorn- 
Deacon-Trustee 

Dorsey Clinton- 
Robert Vought-Trustees 


Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Preaching Service 10:30 a.m. 
Sun. Eve. Service 7 p.m. 

















Church Of Christ 
Established 1899 


OLDEST CHURCH HERE 

“We mutually pledge to each other our 
cooperation in keeping the ordinances of our 
common Lord and in edifying one another in 
love. We hereby cordially invite the 
cooperation and fellowship of all who sin¬ 
cerely love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
and are willing to obey Him. We recognize no 
leader but the Christ, no creed but his Word, 
and no Name but Christian.’' 

These words were the beginning of the 
Shelby Church of Christ in 1899 as drawn up 
by Mr. and Mrs. William Ray. On Aug. 30 of 
that year charter members who signed this 
pledge with the Rays were Sarah E Boyle, 
Oscar Cowell, Jeannie Cowell, Fannie 
Downer, Lena Davis, Ireneus and Marietta 
Shortridge, Aaron and Mary Wilson, William 
T. and Anna G. Wilson. Later there was a 
reorganization with addition of the names of 
Stuart Stowell, Elza Stowell, Mary Line, 
Christina Cometta, Anna Hayhurst, Edith 
Latta, C. A. and Laura Larson and Mrs 
Lucinda Loyd. 

There were several preachers including J. 
L. Thompson, L. B. Appleton, R. S. Morgan, 
L. F. Bristor, Charles Me Kim and Nathan 
Worley. Meeting was in the school house 
(IOFF) hall) or Dickeys hall. In Brother 
Worley’s diaries of the early 1900s between 
1900 and *01 he made 145 trips to Shelby to 
preach and was often called for funeral 
sermons. This was a time when everything 
was cheap. Butter was 14 and 15 cents a 
pound, com 22 cents a bushel and church 
collections ranged from 10 cents to $3.06. 
Worley served until 1913. 

In 1911 Brothers Pinkerton and Rumsey 
moved to Shelby to build the schoolhouse and 
conceived the idea of building a church 
building. Brother Stuart Stowell mapped out 
plans and John Kimmit the lumberman 
loaned his hand block machine. Men and boys 
donated time after working hours to tamp out 
blocks and women, in pairs, would run a stick 
through the blocks and carry them to their 
places. A Ladies Aide society was formed and 
they earned and paid out $500 in one year. 
Women cooked for the men workers and the 
trim was put on at night. Building was 
completed and dedicated July 30, 1913. They 
received $1450 in pledges covering all the 
indebtedness and percent of actual cash paid 
in went down as a record breaker in the 
history of church building in Lake Co. That 
day 24 members were added and the big front 
window was donated by Bro. Rumsey’s 
Sunday School class which made up the choir. 

EARLY MINISTERS 

After dedication, Brother Sharp held a 2- 
week meeting and 119 people were added 
including Bro. Woemer and wife. Ministers 


included Bro. Milner, Bro. Edmond Wells, 
Bro. Van Orman, Bro. J. K. Woemer, Bro 
Lloyd Van Lovell, Bro. Smith, Bro. H. A 
Carpenter, Bro. Watts who went as a 
missionary to Africa, Bro. Manford Williams 
and Bro. Guy B. Dunning. 

In 1932 Bro. Jo Smith was called as minister 
and under his ministry 43 persons were added 
to the rolls. 

The first homecoming was held September, 
1930 and has been an annual event for C of C 
since. 

E. L. WORLEY COMES 

In June, 1933 Bro. E. L. Worley, son of the 
Nathan Worleys was called to preach on 
Lords Day evenings. He was preaching then 
in Illinois and lived in Lowell. Up to June of 
’38, 74 persons joined church and church 
improvements made including two of four 
rooms in basement finished. By 1949 new 
pews were bought, Bro. Worley continued 
preaching, coming from Lowell. The neon 
sign “Church of Christ” was placed on 
building, oil furnace installed, kitchen made 
and it was reported that the 27 boys that were 
in the service of the armed forces are home. A 
primary dept, was organized with Mrs. 
Worley as superintendent, (note: Mrs. 
Worley died in December of this Bicentennial 
year). 

In 1950 Charles Walters was superintendent 
of adult department and a study class for 
young people organized and led by C. J. 
Sharp. Mens club was organized March 29 to 
meet each Wednesday evening. Street lights 
were installed in front of church in Nov. *51 
and five year premium was $32. In 1952 it was 
noted that Mr. Mead served as janitor for 13 
years. 

In 1953 there were 4 church weddings, 
Wanda Maynor and Paul Cleaver, Dorothy 
Walters and Ken VanVienen, Alma Troyer 
and Bernard Roy, Dora June Stowell and 
Robert Brunton. 

Deaths that year were William Durkee, 
Mrs. Charles Lee, Mrs. Silas Latta and Frank 
Luchene. 

In 1955, “Mary Long, Bible school pianist 
for 20 years was called up by her Lord Feb. 

9.” 

In *55 an addition to the building was made 
and that year teachers were Bro. Worley, 
Alfred Parrish, Mrs. Edward Peterson, Mrs 
Bert Moyer, Charles Walters, Mrs Worley, 
Mrs. Harry Walters. A class for young 
marrieds was established with A. Parrish, 
teacher. 

A memorial service was held in *56 
dedicating Communion furniture honoring 
Pvt. Larry D. Henson, 18, son of Edmyre and 
Grace, who lost his life serving with U. S 
Army, 6th Armored Div. in Newfoundland 


CHANGESNOTED 

In ’57 a new piano was donated by an 
unknown benefactor. In 1963 Bro. Worley 
retired from church ministry. Mr. Don Wilson 
was a part time minister. In ’62 he was called 
upon as regular minister. A house was pur¬ 
chased across the street for the minister to 
live in. 

In *63 and '64 a group of church members 
withdrew to begin another church under 
leadership of Harold Wells. This new church 
has since given up their building which now 
houses the Assembly of God. 

In 1965 Bro. William Dunkelberger came 
Tom Knox as minister. Bro. Wilson went to 
West Virginia. 

In 1967 Richard Cable gave his life in 
Vietnam. Others taken that year were Albert 
Larson, Harry Walters and Jessie Branham, 

In 1969 they burned the parsonage mor¬ 
tgage and minister was Rev. Nelson King By 
1971 Don Wilson came back as pastor. This 
year the parsonage was sold. In 1973 funerals 
were conducted for Lydia Harlow, Don 
Barton, in *74 for Glenn Mauck, Joe Clinton, 
Robert Ironsides and Herby Solomon. 

The 46th annual Homecoming was held Oct 
19, 75 with pastor Bill DeLaughter. At 
present time, Church of Christ has no full 
time pastor but the dedication and work for 
the Lord continues there as faithfully as it has 
for the past 77 years. 

Many Recall 
Brother Worley 
Longtime Pastor 

In 1958, May 25th marked the completion of 
25 years of ministry in Shelby Church of 
Christ for Brother E. L. Worley. Faithful 
worker at his side, Lutie Worley served as 
church pianist and head of primary dept. 

Brother Worley was ordained in 1923 and in 
25 years work estimated conducting 900 
funerals, 450 weddings and baptized nearly 
600 persons, about 300 at Shelby church. 
Worleys drove thousands of miles in work, 
visited the sick and comforted the sorrowful. 
Bro. Worley was absent from the pulpit only 
10 times in 24 years. 

In 1963 Brother Worley retired from 
ministry of the church but continue serving 
people of the community. 

His passing came April 6, 1965 and Mrs. 
Worley died Dec. 28, 1975. 


Fire Department Highlights Told 



TWENTY MEN who have volunteered their services and 
endanger their lives for their community of fellowmen are 
members of the Shelby Volunteer Fire Department Inc. 
Standing left to right, Everett Piatt, Dorsey Clinton. Arnold 
Govert, Jerry Cross, Bud Hanley, Wesley Cooper, Dave 


Stiener, Zip Cross Paul Stiener, Don Adams, Ronnie Lam¬ 
bert, and Russell Lee. Seated are Art Morrison, Sparky Hall, 
Gabby Hall, Randy Hall, Larry Green and John Stiener. John 
Corning and Jake Steele are not pictured. 


In 1948. Shelby-Thayer Lions club appointed 
temporary officers to organize fire 

department. Dean White was fire chief; 
Arnold Govert, organizer; Earl Pace Jr., 
treasurer and Edward Gragg, committee 
chairman of fund raising. This Lions club 
then gave the first donation $50 to begin the 
department and this was followed by a fund 
drive in the fall of 48. Everett King, Harold 
Wells and Paul McDonald were on the 
committee that secured the first fire truck, a 
used one from Lowell. It was kept at the 
Brown farm before the firehouse was built. 

Funds raised were $1,144 75 and repair of 
truck cost $348.35. 

FIRST ELECTED 

First officers elected were Tony Heim, fire 
chief, Alf Carlson, first assistant and Robert 
Sirois, second assistant. The first volunteers 
were Dean White, James Moscato, Vito 
Manno, Floyd Foley, Millard Hall, James 
Hall, Pete Domelle, Royal Honeywell, James 
Corten, Robert Sirois, Vinnie Manno and 
Louis Stowell. 

Next business was appointment of Frank 
Fursman, Ed Gragg and Walt Amtsbuechler 
to find a lot on which to build a firehouse. 
Plans were drawn up for a building 32’ wide, 
38* long with 10’ ceilings on lot 8 by 175 feet on 
Route 55, main road in Shelby. Estimated cost 
was $1,450 for all except floor and wiring. All 
labor was donated. Frank Fursman and Rill 
Gottschalk had the job of staking out the lot 
and Tony Heim got the petition. Paul Lauer, 
LeRoy Corten, Mr. Marquardt, Joe Carlson t 
Ed Gragg, Don Flatt, Tony Heim, Dean 
White, David Runyon, were named in minutes 
as “trench diggers” and forms men were 
Frank Fursman, Bill Gottschalk, Jim Corten, 
Red Luchene and Sid Reed Work began in 
November of '48 and a committee planned a 


dance for funds. 

DANCES BEGIN 

This was the first fireman’s ball and held 
every year since. By this time, Harold Wells 
was chosen secretary. By 49 they were 
furnishing the building, putting in floor and 
buying a whistle. In ’49 Alf Carlson was 
named chief and a bowling team was started. 
The light bill in *49 was $1.88 for September! 

The firemen had many projects through the 
years to raise funds, smokers, white elephant 
sale, rabbit frys, bingos, dances, etc. and kept 
buying things like fire extinguishers, ben¬ 
ches, coats, asbestos gloves, boots, and 
helmets; and work continued by the men who 
not only fought fires but painted beams, fixed 
windows, pounded wells, donated blood and 
even helped secure flasher signals at the NYC 
RR crossing. 

In ’49 they erected a tower for the siren, and 
Mr. Guske and Scott Struble put in a fire plug 
at the Kankakee River for water. 

In the 1950’s firemen even took up the cause 
on road grading for Shelby. That year the 
dance was held at Ahlgrim’s park. 

GET EQUIPMENT 

In Feb. 1950 firemen were learning about 
air raid signals and received a $166 donation 
from the Shelby Bridge club and a tank was 
purchased for $100 for the water truck. Lions 
held bingo and raised $81 and men were 
training in civil defense and first aid. The 
May meeting in 1951 was closed early “due to 
the fight on tv.” 

Notes from 1951 indicated a new truck was 
purchased. In ’52 the men purchased badges, 
a flag and bracket for firehouse and talked 
about a good, used firetruck. Local firemen 
were giving drills at schools in 1952. Babe 
Bartz shoes were damaged at the farm fire on 
Route 2, remember? They also voted to 


purchase a fire truck from Whiting. In ’53 a 
new truck was ordered. Ladies auxiliary 
raised $306 with a bingo game. The old truck 
was junked in ’54, after use in the 
Homecoming. A new front door was installed 
in June, '56, and a building committee was 
studying addition to the firehouse. In '57 radio 
service was on agenda and East Gary bought 
the old truck. In May of '60 plans were made 
for new addition and in October they bought a 
new coffee pot! In ’61 firemen were working 
on the meeting room-addition and voted to 
buy a plaque in memory of deceased mem¬ 
bers. In '63 firemen voted to let the election 
board use the firehouse. In '65 the men voted 
to buy a new refrigerator and curtains. 
Stiener was in charge of the curia ins....and 
since then has risen to chief. 

CHIEFS CHANGE 

In *67 Cap Foley was elected fire chief 
replacing Carlson who had served since '49. 
Foley retired in '68. 

New truck was purchased in '68. In '69 
Sparky Hall was named chairman of building 
committee for the 2nd addition. John Coming 
took chairmanship later. July, 1969 they got a 
plaque in memory of Floyd Hammersly. Men 
joined forces to work on addition in fall of ’68; 
this part houses fire trucks. Radio for new 
truck was purchased. 

Tables and equipment were purchased in 
’70. In *71 firemen held a pig roast and in past 
few years worked on many projects to keep 
the department going. Chief in 72 was Jerry 
Cross who served until last year. Everybody 
works to clean firehouse, care for trucks and 
building, serve on committees for funds, 
parades, takes part in training courses, etc. 
In between all these things volunteers still 
have time to aid in emergencies, man radios, 
make inhalator calls and fight fires. 
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Passing Of 
Beloved Teacher 
Miss 

Mary Holton 





Miss Mary Holton took a little patience 
and understanding, mixed it with 
friendship and kind words; added 
warmth and smiles and self example 
and served it in a cup of love and for 45 
years sent little children on their way up 
the ladder of school, their hearts and 
minds filled with all she could teach 
them in the very first grade of school. 

Miss Holton, primary teacher at 
Shelby for 38 years, teacher for 45, 
retired in May, 1968. An area girl, her 


Kankakee Valley 
Community Club Inc. 

23711 Tyler St. 

Shelby 

Est. Jan. 12, 1960 
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Meets Every Second Tuesday 
Monthly • 7:30 p.m. 


family were some of the early settlers in 
Crown Point. Her sister. Miss Ruth, also 
gave many years to teaching here. 

Miss Mary attended grade and two 
years of high school at Shelby before 
finishing high school at Lowell. She 
attended Valparaiso and IU and,taught 
in Brunswick before here. She and Ruth 
lived at the farm home for a time before 
purchasing a retirement home in Lowell. 

Miss Mary's passing came in Sept. 28, 
1975. Miss Ruth died May 2, 1973. 


Compliments Of 


Superior Meat 
Products Inc. 


Ned , Martin and Leo Noe 


1700 Monroe St. 
Gary, lnd. 





140 Students Attend Shelby School 



Shelby School, four rooms, two up and two 
down, was built in 1910. Before that, Theodore 
Mead, a student of 1916 recalls, pupils learned 
their ABCs in the old IOOF hall from first 
grade through second year of high. He also 
recalled there were two added wings to the 
IOOF and in one of them, on the west, Doc 
Tate kept office hours. 

In 1935-36 the brick school house was 
remodeled with addition of inside bathrooms, 
a gymnasium and two classrooms. In 1974 
ceilings were lowered and new windows in¬ 
stalled; in 1975 electrical hot water heat was 
installed, more ceilings lowered and new 
sidewalks and sod added. 


In 1916, when Mead began 1st grade, he said 
Guy Dickey was principal and his teacher 
was Lela Atkinson. His classmates included 
Otto Shinkle, Ronnie Strickhorn, Jeannette 
Nichols, Hubert Fisher, son of Lee Fisher, 
civil engineer on the River dredging, Chuck 
Campbell, Hon Taylor; Hobe Estelle and 
Basil Shinkle were in the second grade. 
Teacher for these in 3rd and 4th grade was 
Edith Stenerson. Russell Allen was the next 
principal according to Mead. In 1929-30 Carl 
Miller was principal followed by T. J. Miller, 
31-32; LeRoy Corten 33-64; E. J. Corten 65-67; 
James Cooper 67-73 and Stan Hurst, 73 and 
presently serving. 


TTie 1975-76 enrollment is 140 students in 
grades kindergarten through 5. Sixth through 
8th graders were moved to Lowell several 
years ago. 

Staff for ’75 includes Mrs. Hermia Wilson, 
Mrs. Alice Davis, Mrs. Edna Miller, Vernon 
Childress, Mrs. Helen Gurevits, Mrs Dori 
Huber, Doug Hamstra, Mrs. Virginia Jerzyk 
with aides, Mrs. Stephanie Werner, Mrs. Gail 
Iliff, Mrs. Marilyn Trueblood, Mrs. Marilyn 
Evans. Mrs. Leah Laudig is secretary; Chuck 
Wietbrock, custodian; Mrs. Jackie Crim, 
nurse; Mrs. Dori Hall, speech and hearing; 
Mrs. Helen Law, cook and Pat Howard, cook 
aide. 


Shelby Volunteer 

Fire Department 
Inc. Auxiliary 

“Ladies Aide To Firemen" 
Meeting Every 2nd Tues. 
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First Baptist Church 

Of Shelby 

23112 Harrison Street 


Sunday School 10 a.m. 

Morning Worship 11 a.m. 

Church Training 6 p.m. Constituted - Oct. 1967 

Evening Worship 7 p.m. 

Wed. Prayer Service 7 p.m. 



Deacons 

David Smith 
Jack McCormick 
Calvin England 
Richard Davies 


" 7{Jt tuidA all (At Shelly tinea, yeand, few** unify 

and fcnndfun&tf <vx cue d&uuc tb lute* cuanA and cuandAcfi, 
tbqetAen at Aanmuaef utdA (fad and one anadten. 







First Baptist Church Began 
In 1963 In Fellowship Meet 


In the fall of ’63, Home Bible Study and 
Prayer service was held in Roselawn with 
area missionary. Rev. Lowell Wright. Seven 
adults attended the first meeting and from 
that humble beginning came the First Baptist 
Church of Shelby. After a few months of 
prayer service, the Roselawn American 
Legion hall was rented on Sunday afternoons 
for church services. With help of the Wood- 
mar Baptist church, who later became 
sponsoring church, work was strengthened. 

The I OOF hall in Shelby was secured in 
Aug. 1964 and a part-time pastor, Rev. Mack 
Brooks served for a time. There was a year 
without regular pastor until Rev. W. E. 
Glasglow Jr. came to serve this mission 
During his pastorship the church purchased a 
four-acre tract of land on Route 55. 

The mission was constituted into a church 
Oct. 8, 1967 and plans were drawn up and 
ground broken for construction of the new 
church in Jan. 1968. First services in the new 
building were held on Mother’s Day, 1968 

Brother Glasglow moved to Oklahoma and 
Jac McCormick, lay preacher filled the pulpit 
until Brother Glen Shanks came in the fall of 
’68 as supply pastor. He was called as interim 


pastor in Jan. ’69. In Nov. ’69 a bus ministry 
began and bus was purchased. 

In June, *71 plans for a new addition were 
made and this year Brother Shanks was made 
fulltime pastor. In July 1973 work began on 
the new addition and first service was held 
there Dec. 30. First baptismal service in new 
addition was held Feb. 17 and first wedding 
March 8 of Patty Stowell and Joe Askin. 
Church dedication services were March 17, 
1974. 


Founder C. B. Eskilson started his first 
milkroute in 1899 in Chicago. Now in the 
bicentennial year, three generations of the 
same family have served in this business 
which has shown considerable growth. They 
have served in the Shelby-Lowell area since 
1945. The company goal was and is freshness, 
quality and service to both home and business 
and the plant in Gary is considered one of the 
most modern in the state. 


Church’s first deacon, Brother David Smith 
was ordained Sept. 8, *74. 

In 1975 a chapter of Royal Ambassadors 
was formed for boys and GA’s for girls and 
the W. M. U. became active again. 

Two men who entered the ministry from 
this church were Frank Turner and Charles 
Campbell, both to a seminary in Kentucky. 

Church’s membership is steadily growing 
and 39 baptisms and eight new members were 
recorded in 1975. 


Dixie Dairy celebrated their 75th an¬ 
niversary in 1974 and this year continue to 
thank everyone who helped them grow The 
newest addition is the Dixie Home Food 
Service route for which Joe Stochel is the 
friendly delivery man. Chuck Peterson of 
Lowell Dairy is the wholesaler for Dixie 
products in the area. 

“If we can be of any service to your family 
call 885-6101,” say the people at Dixie, 


Dixie Dairy Serves 
Shelby Many Years 


Hicksgas Thayer Inc. 

Serving Shelby Area Over 30 Years 

Thayer Plant Built In 1962 


Water Conditioners 
Appliances 
Propane Gas 



Robert Junglas, Mgr. 
Bus. Ph. 987-2641 
Res. Ph. 987-2256 


Svwice, Oun 


Julia Junglas, Ruth Niehof, Bookeepers; David Smith, Service; 

Louie Sullivan, David Schreiner, Bulk Drivers; Kenneth Brunton, Softner Service 









J & E 

Custom Farm Service 

Shelby, Ind. 

Owned and Operated by John and Eunice Stiener 

Since 1973 



Suspension Fertilizer Anhydrous Ammonia 

Dry Fertilizer Nitrogen Solution 

Chemicals Lime 


Soil 

Sample 

Service 


74Je 7 <» 7^Ua4c - Service “ftCysic float A 'TVo-rd TVCcA Tt*/’’ 

Phone 552-9493 


Dealer For 
Funks G 
& 

Big D 
Seed Corn 








Story Of Kankakee River 
Dredging Days-Floods 
Told By Early Worker 




FLOOD IN 1908 


The dredge boat on the Kankakee River and 
ditches like the Singleton was a familiar sight 
to Shelby folks in the early 1900’s. Millard 
Hall, 87, recalls many memories about the 
Marvel Power Project (dredging and 
straightening of the Kankakee for which he 
was a dredge operator for about 13 years. 

Millard, son of James Hall and Nancy 
Cannon came to Shelby at 12 on a houseboat. 
The Halls and 9 of 12 children floated down 
from San Pierre in 1900. Of the 12, Millard and 
a sister, Dorothy Tolin in California survive. 

Millard recalls that the houseboat had to 
stop at the 3-1 (Penn Central) bridge because 
they couldn’t go farther. They lived at Thayer 
for a time and on the river bank along where 
the Issak Walton road now runs. 

Millard’s dredging career began in 1910 
working for Luce and Gidley firm, Hebron. 

He first dredged the levy ditch (the 
Williams Ditch being dredged again in 1976). 
Back then this was cleaned from the Monon 
RR to beyond the Ill. line. 

Millard and John Cox, another dredgeman 
went to Mississippi with the Company. In 


Areola they met the girls who became their 
wives. Millard married Buelah Threadgill in 
1916 and John, Myrtle Baker The Shelby boys 
longed for home and back they came to work 
on the Kankakee where two dredges were 
already hard at work. 

EARLY DREDGE WORKERS 

Others who worked with them were Orin 
(Coon) Tilton, Ike Tuttle, a craneman, Fred 
Cox, laborer, the Anderson boys from Ill. Slim 
Hurlene, Archie Riggs, operators and Charlie 
Harlow who hauled coal. They were paid by 
the month and Millard earned about $125 a 
month, big money those days. 

The first contract was let east and the 
project was completed in Ill. in 1922 or 23 
Project was paid for mostly by the land 
owners along the area who ended up profiting 
by the farm land they gained. “Before the 
river was straightened, you could run a boat 
from the river up to the Penn Central tracks,” 
he told. 

Ahlgrim’s Park covered the area at the 
entrance to Shady Shores, just as far as the 
little bridge; the rest was swamp and water 


area Later it was subdivided by George 
Horner and summer homes built. This area 
was flooded during the last disaster, June of 
’75 when a portion of Williams Ditch dike 
broke out. (This did not cause flooding but 
explanation used as term of time). 

DITCHES CLEANED 

Hall said the Tully, Brown, Singleton and 
Griesel drainage ditches were already 
established when the river dredging began 
These must have been ditches made earlier 
by land owners and then named for them he 
agreed. The same men worked on dredges in 
ditches in the early days. 

In recalling other flooding, Millard said in 
1908 the levy broke just above the 31 bridge 
and caused flooding. In 1927 the worst one hit 
when a place below the 3-1 bridge broke. 
There was water up to the RR tracks in the 
middle of town. They sandbagged along the 
Penn Central RR to keep waters from up 
town. 

Millard lives winters in Hernando, Fla. and 
in summer visits sons Sparky, Chub, Gabby in 
Shelby. He also has daughters. Myrtle 
Haskins of Superior, Mont, and Maxine 
Gargus in Fla. Mrs. Hall died in 1964 
FLOOD OF *75 

The latest flooding in June, 1975 put Shelby 
in the news again. Shelby was pictured on TV, 
in newsprint, and talked about on radio The 
Army Corps of Engineers, Gary Tran¬ 
sportation Dept., Civil Defense Units of Gary, 
Shelby Volunteer Firemen, Hammond and 
Gary Firemen, CB ers from Hammond and 
Dyer, private excavators, police depart¬ 
ments, politicians, ladies of the community 
all helped to save Shelby. No one was hurt and 
property loss was not great in comparison 
with other years of flooding. 








In past years, north of the Penn Central (called 3-1) 
railroad to the school was called Shelby and south to the river 
was called Water Valley. What people called the “town” was 
bounded on the north by Lovers Lane, the west by Mon on 
Railroad, east by Harrison Street and south by the Kankakee 
River. The Shelby dike dredging committee estimated about 
ISO acres are in the town with all places such as Shady 
Shores, Guske Road, behind Lovers Lane, etc., called new 
additions. The 1970 census official records at the Lake County 
Reference Library lists 500 people for Shelby. The 1961 count 
in a news story claimed 600 people. The Shelby Fire 
Department says they serve about 1,200 people. The 1976 
count (unofficial) estimates about 800 people who claim 
Shelby home. 



























































































































































































Old Ahlgrim Home Shelby 


Built In 1893 


Bridge Club 



Memories are stirred by sight of the old 
Ahlgrim home now owned by the Robert 
Vuletich family, Shelby. Robert and Clara 
Vuletich and family, Barbara, Robert and 
Anna purchased the home on Monon Rd. in 
1972 from Ruby Homer. They moved here in 
July of ’72 from Highland. Bob commutes to 
his job at Youngstown Sheet and Tube and 
Clara began work at White Advertising, 
Shelby, in Feb. 1973. Barb is a sophomore at 
Lowell High, Robert in 5th grade and Anna in 
4th at Shelby Grade. They belong to St. 
Theresa Catholic church, School P-TO; Clara 
to Altar-Rosary. 

The 11-room frame home built in the late 
1800’s by Max and Ida Ahlgrim stands on a 
little over 2 acres at the entrance to Shady 
Shores subdivision, a lovely memory of the 
past in much of its original state. It was in 
need of repair and several jobs have been 
completed. The Vuletich hope to restore it 


slowly, repairing to keep its original beauty. 

Max Ahlgrim came from Momence in 1890 
on the Kankakee to bring lumber for his 
parents, Christopher and Mina Ahlgrim’s 
home built between Shelby and Lake Village 
In 1893 Max and Ida came to Shelby and he 
began the home here. Edie Ahlgrim Haslett 
LaMore was born in the home in 1894 and she 
remembers that her father added on a lot! 
Edie was the 9th of 12 children and she and 
two sisters, Minnie Sirois and Clara Jones, 
Lowell survive. Minnie celebrated her 89th 
birthday Nov. 25. Of the memories of “the 
house” by the river, the best that Edie recall 
include the recreation park her folks operated 
on the bayou where they provided music, 
picnic space, sold candies and ice cream. 
Shelby people in talking about old times still 
refer to the entrance of Shady Shores by the 
favorite title, “Ahlgrim’s Park.” 



1976 marked the 49th year of the Shelby 
Bridge Club who met for their annual 
Christmas party at the home of Mrs. Elvera 
(Mickey) Uhter. Nine members who enjoyed 
the day reminiscing about the past 49 years of 
bridge and friendship were standing, left to 
right, Mrs Charles (Agnes Berg) Eich, Mrs. 
Earl (Fern Wood) Sirois; Mrs. Noah (Edith 
Ahlgrim Haslett) Lamore; Mrs. Karl (Lucille 
Roberts) Runyon, Mrs. Leon (Essie Studer 
Flatt) Cobb; seated, left to right, Mrs. 
Charles (Elvera Grossman) Uhter, Mrs. 
Henry (Lyvah Clement) Boezeman; Mrs. 
LeRoy (Tennis Willis) Corten and Mrs. 
Kathryn O’Brien. 

The bridge club was started in the summer 
of 1927 at the home of the late Mrs. Wayne 
Morrell who lived last in Salem. They met 
every second and fourth Thursday and now 
meet every second Thursday. 

Others members who have passed away 
since their 40th anniversary in (67) were Mrs. 
Mauck who was Lylah Clement, Mrs. 
Boezeman’s twin sister, Mrs. Paul (Bess 
Brancker) McDonald; Mrs. Charles 
(Elizabeth Eich) Kimmet, Mrs. Perry (Dora 
Klein) Naylor. Mrs. Neal (Minnie Ahlgrim) 
Sirois is in a nursing home. Charter members 
are Mrs. Runyon, both Mrs. Sirois, Mrs. Eich 
and the late Mrs. Kimmet and Mrs. Naylor. 


Bob's General Excavating 
Shelby 

Services 

Backhoe 

Trucking 

Dozer 

Free Estimates 

Grading 

Sewer Lines 

Bob Lovell 

Septic System 

Ph. 552 0199 

Water Lines 

5520293 


Mel’s Small Engine Repairs 

All Models - Sizes 
Reasonable Rates 

Melvin Wilson 

23615 Tyler St. Shelby 552-9399 












Claud Osburn 
County’s Oldest 
Registered Voter 

Shelby's own Claud Osburn is 
distinguished by being Lake County's 
oldest registered voter. He celebrated 
his 98th birthday July 15, 1975 and he and 
his late wife, Vessie, purchased the old 
Dickey residence 35 years ago. Mrs. 
Osburn died July 24, 1972. 

Claud said he retired about 12 years 
ago when he suffered a broken hip. His 
last work was as a carpenter although he 
claims to have worked all kinds of jobs 
from operating a Louisiana plantation to 
State Highway work. He farmed too and 
is a former Justice of the Peace. 
Recalling plantation life, he said he 
might have been there yet if not for 
snakes scaring him away. He and 
Vessie had three children all of whom he 
has outlived. His family includes 
grandchildren Dorothy Close of Ft. 
Wayne, Dean Osburn, Shelby, Duane 

Terborg Bros. 

R.C. Cola 
Distributors 

Serving 
Shelby Area 
Over 20 Years 

Sincere 760*16 
7o- s4(t Oun (2<i4to4HVi4 
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Osburn of Anderson, Dale Osburn, 
Hebron, Barbara Quivey and daughter- 
in-law Eva Osburn, Hebron, and 11 great¬ 
grandchildren. 

In good health and humor, Claud 
admitted he began using tobacco at 12 
which doesn't necessarily mean it a 
claim to health and long life. He said 
best claim to his own longevity was 
"hard work." His single handicap is a 
loss of hearing and he has mastered his 
walking with aid of a walker. 

"After all," he claimed with finesse, 
"one can't have everything at 98." One 
visit with Claud could make that 
statement debatable. 

Faith Assembly Of God 

23501 Fillmore St. Shelby 

(%/iuitcA Saoiar 

Sunday School 9 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Young People 6 p.m. 

Evangelistic Service 7 p.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m. 

Tom Herendeen Pastor 

7&C 7Vi&6 /til /t 
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The Walls Came Tumbling Down: One of the old buildings in town 
that had seen its day was removed in most part to make way for 
progress and brand new station. In March of 1970 the Shelby Stan¬ 
dard Station opened after being re-built on the Dean White property 
he purchased from Walter Amtsbuechier. The old station was one 
time operated by Tom Mead and the Dorsey Clintons. 



ONE OF SHELBY’S FINEST HOMES in the early 1900's was that 
of the Sam Sirois family. Now in disrepair, it is empty and abused. It 
belongs to the Ted Anthony family who lived here for a time. Sam 
was one of Shelby's first businessmen and a niece, Doris Cockerell, 
recalls sitting on the stately front porch to visit uncle Sam and aunt 
Hattie when the house was almost too beautiful for a child’s eyes. 



8th Grade Graduation class of 1938, Shelby School gathered in 
reunion the summer of '75. Pupils and teachers left to right front are 
Mary Cross Foley, Millard Sparky Hall, Shelby; Bessie Latte 
Csonka, Hammond; back Irene Horner Lape, Hammond; Mary 
Holten. teacher; Leopold Kalvaitis. Bonnie Jones Kaiser, teacher, 
Merrillville; WiUadine Collins Pace. Shelby; Kenneth Hittle. Alpine, 
Cal. Shirley Peterson Moore, Dearborn. Mich, and Leroy Corten, 
teacher-principal, Shelby. Members not there were Albin Lefty 
Carlson, Warrensburg, Mo.; Marjorie Potter, deceased and Dorothy 
deceased, Marjorie Henson Chandler off Saginaw, Tex. Katherine 
Kasparian Hadders, Lowell; Marjorie Potter, deceased and Dorothy 
Amtsbuechier Robinson, Riverdale. Ill. Teachers also included, 
Ruth Holton, deceased and Bethel Dahl Klemm. 
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Hotel Sirois. 1*11 



Kankakee River Bridge. Jan. 8. 1*15 













WHEELS OF PROGRESS were turning in 1937 on the Archie Wheeler farm near Shelby, where Oren “Coon" Tilton was the 
hired hand. 


Shelby Legend And Lore 


In 1916 people laughingly referred to Shelby 
as Dickey ville. George Dickey was the grocer 
and feed man, Guy Dickey the school prin¬ 
cipal and Clyde Dickey the barber. 

In December ’69 Maxie Lambert, 53, was 
hit and fatally injured by a car at Cedar Lake. 

Mrs. Millard Hall had heart surgery June, 
'69, Janet Coates was 4-H queen that year and 
the John Zweifels sold home. 

“Citizens of Shelby have rallied again to 
help one of their own who has had a misfor¬ 
tune. A benefit dance was held in May ’69 for 
John Parks who lost possessions in a home 
fire. A benefit dance was held a few years 
before this for Joey Doty’s hospital bills.’’ 

Thayer Department Store, formerly 
operated by Mrs. Gene Lovell was rented in 
April ’69 from owner Bessie Petuchik by 
Marie Belle Steinhauer. 

Floyd Hammersley died in Wise. July ’69; 
Arthur Mains celebrated 50th wedding July 
13, ’69; Mr. and Mrs. Henry Uhter, 50 years 
together July 7 that year. The Albert Lee 
Scotts had their 55th wedding anniversary 
Aug. 23, ’69. 


Mrs. Kit Luchene died Nov.,’69; in Dec 
Harley Struble, 40, of Gary plowed into 
Voughts’ cafe, which they had recently 
purchased from George Struble. The auto 
driver was not related to former owner. 

Deaths in 1970 included Mrs. Elizabeth 
Stoddard, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Heiser and 
Dr. Gaylord Corten. 

1972 deaths included Leslie Sharpe, Bill 
Myers and in 1973 Mrs. John Kurz, Janet 
Erway Gustafson, Everett King, Bess 
McDonald; Dewey Burton, Mrs. Herman 
Uhter, Mrs. Charles Harlow and Mrs. George 
Grein. 

Dec. 6, 1973 the bridge repair over the 
Kankakee River here was completed enough 
to allow traffic on both sides. 

Among those serving the country during 
World War I were Charles H. Uhter of U. S. 
Navy and Jack Haskett. 

During the summer of 1975 considerable 
renovation was completed at Shelby school. 
The heating system was changed to a hot 
water system. Ceilings were lowered 
throughout the building and an all new 


electrical system was installed including new 
light fixtures. A new fire alarm system and 
emergency lighting system were also in¬ 
stalled The interior of the building was 
repainted and paneling was installed in the 
offices. 

Elnora and Pete Ballard opened up the bait 
shop at their riverside home in 1972. They 
enjoy people and keeping busy, so when Pete 
retired from his job at NIPSCO he promised 
Elnora he’d help her count worms! More of 
their dreams came true in 1975 when they 
were able to have their grandsons, Terry and 
Gary, come live with them. Before the 
Ballards’ bait shop, George Struble sold bait 
at his place next to the river bridge. 

Bill Bush ran a trading post at his home on 
Route 55 (Shelby Road) in the late 1960’s. Bill 
used to admit he was the world’s worst 
businessman because he gave away more 
than he sold and bought more than he could 
give away. He was a kind-hearted old man, 
however, and many folks here remember him 
when they happen to look at some keepsake 
he gave them before he died. 
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Old Fogli Hotel is surrounded by high river waters in the early 1900's - Shelby. 







BOYS’ SOFTBALL TEAMS- “A” team starred - front row: Bud Hagle* , Neil Stuppy* , Skip Patchin* , Emile LeLoup, John 
Tuttle, Dean Miller. Dick Hayden, Dennis Marsh* , John Doty, Bruch * , Bob Yahl, back row: Jim Nichols* , Bill Hayden* , Larry 
Dick Cable, James Gottachalk* .middle row: Don Honeywell, Bill Miller*, Dave Childress* , Coach Corten 



GIRLS’ SOFTBALL TEAM - standing: Chris. Richards. Linda Sayers, Pat Edgman, kneeling: Ruth Ann Marsh, Carol Sue 
Wease, Nancy Strickhorn, Ramona Mathis. Rita Clinton, Kathy Johnson, Mary Richards. Jennifer Moyer, Kathy Bartz 































































WORKING ON THE DREDGE meant river 
boat travel for the laborers In the early 1900s. 
Here Is the houseboat inside and out that the 
men called “home” for a time. Mert Cox was 
the cook, and some of the men seated here 
were her husband John, Fat Sapp on the right 
and Coon Tilton, back left. It was some trip! 

In a history repeat, but not in the same way. 
the Bicentennial year of 1976 sings again the 


song of the dredgemen as work is being done 
on the Williams dike ditch. Done this time 
with bulldozers and modern crane, the old 
ditch, dug in 1907 and cleaned partially again 
in 1929, (east of Schneider to just past Wild¬ 
wood) undergoes another cleaning. By mid- 
January, the machines were just past the 
Illinois state line and will continue until the 
very end...the rusty hole at Shelby. 


A busy day in Shelby. Early 1900s 
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23607 Harrison Street, Lowell, Indiana 46356 
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The greatest love affair recorded here 
is that of your writer and the town of 
Shelby. Pat Tilton has lived here for 19 
years. The family includes husband, 
Alfred Dean; daughter Kathy and her 
husband Joe Villegas; Jamie, Margie, 
Nadine, Tricia and Dino Tilton. Con¬ 
fession is that without the help of family 
and all the wonderful people who 
donated pictures, information, time and 
money, this task would have been im¬ 
possible. She thanks everyone most 
sincerely and hopes this book to be a 
lasting tribute to an ordinary town filled 
with extra-ordinary people....the finest 
on earth....the people of Shelby, Indiana, 
U.S.A. 

"History is most interesting when 
one looks back and sees himself." 

P. Tilton 





We also thank Dale Trump, artist who 
designed and donated the cover work. 
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Veam Coates Fam 
Harrison St. -1953 
Jeffrey D. Campbell Fam. 
Shelby Rd. -1972 
Donald E. Burrell Fam. 
Harrison St. -1975 
Millard (Sparky) Hall Fam. 
W. 233rd St. • 1946 
Fred Wiening Fam. 

Island Blvd. -1954 
George Magdos 
Island Blvd. -1955 
Ernest Krebs Fam. 

Island Blvd. -1975 
Paul and Mary McDonald 
Tyler St. -1946 
Ronald J. Kyle Fam. 

Tyler St. -1973 
David Hoover Fam. 
Harrison St. -1966 
Thomas, Pat Howard, Becky 
Harrison St. -1973 
Jerry Peddy Fam. 
Whitcomb St. -1974 
Amelia Foley and Larry 
Shelby Rd. -1952 
Bill Hanback 
Harrison St. -1966 
Carl Greiner 
Buchanan St. -1968 
Darrell Luchene Fam. 
Harrison St. -1917 
Raymond Rendant Fam. 
Fillmore St. -1970 
Red and Ruby Luchene 
Shelby Rd. -1915 
Louise Cross and Fam. 
Buchanan St. -1935 
Dean Tilton Fam. 

Shelby Rd. -1957 
Robert Vought Fam. 

Shelby Rd. -1960 
Robert Vuletich Fam. 
Monon Rd. -1972 
Gene Flatt Fam, 

233rd Ave. -1947 
Charles W. Langston Fam. 

Guske Rd. -1973 
Roger D. Pennington Fam. 
Guske Rd. -1974 
Don Flatt Fam. 
Buchanan St. -1952 
Dorsey Clinton Fam. 

233rd Ave. -1947 
Armando and Kathy Villegas 
Tyler St.-1975 
Perry Shell Fam. 

233rd Ave. -1972 
Zern Hayden Fam. 

Colfax St. • 

Lawrence (Slim)-Maxine Miller 
Harrison St. -1950 


Larry Jay Miller Fam. 

Box 111 -1962 
Glen A. McLean Fam. 

W. 231st Ave.-1972 
Joe Sears Fam. 

233rd Ave. -1972 
Wayne A. Harris and daughters 
Pierce St. -1972 
Gary Call 
Fillmore St. -1968 
Waldo Bartz Fam. 

W. 231st Ave. -1945 
Chub and Keturah Hall 
Box 134-1936 
Maude A. Walters 
Tyler St.-1935 
Charles Lindahl Jr. 

Tyler St.-1968 
Andy and Anne Schissler 
Harrison St. -1946 
Tom and Carolyn Lindahl 
Lori, Amy, Cathie 
Harrison St. -1966 
David and Jeanne Guske 
Guske Rd. -1964 


Willard Curtis Fam. 

W. 231st Ave.-1959 
William and Myrtle Richards Fam. 
Shelby Rd -1957 
Arnold Govert Fam. 

Pierce St. -1947 
Lee Carlson Fam. 

Shelby Rd. -1952 
Walter Guettner Fam. 

235th St. -1936 
Ernest Ford Fam. 

Shelby Rd. -1972 
Gabby Hall Fam. 

Westwood Dr. -1916 
Richard and Loretta Barton 
“conservation officer for many years” 
compl. Tom Barrett 
Ruby and Kristine Shelhart 
Post Tribune Carriers since 1967 
Shelby Homemakers 
Est. 1950 

Shelby Ag 4-H Club 
“Bicentennial Wishes” 

Shelby Grade School 1975-76 Staff 
“Best Wishes to All” 





Don Barton 

Dec. 17,1919-Nov. 16,1973 
John Flatt 

Ad-. 8,1894-Sept. 18,1947 
Boyd Corning 
Nov. 13,1907-Oct. 23,1948 
George M. Horner 
Nov. 17,1913-Feb. 3,1963 
Frank Mazola 
Apr. 26,1887-Jan. 16,1975 
Thomas D. Whicker 
Apr. 18,1870-Mar. 28,1944 

Emma M. Whicker 
Oct. 4,1881-Apr. 13,1931 
Charles G. Whicker 
Aug. 20,1896-Aug. 28,1959 
Dewey Whicker 
Aug. 9,1898-Feb. 9,1966 
Mary E. Garvey 
Aug. 26,1900-Nov. 16,1966 

Alta Bessie Tuttle 
Aug. 16,1906-Feb. 26,1972 
Marguerite Grein 
Feb. 27,1910-Nov. 1,1973 
Alf Carlson 

Feb. 26,1911-Jan. 14,1971 
Earl (Frenchie) Sirois 
June 26,1895-Oct. 10,1974 
Leslie O. Tilton 
Nov. 30,1888-Oct. 21,1958 


Charles H. Uhter 
May 14,1894-Jan. 23,1967 
Fred M. Uhter 
Jan. 17,1898-Mar. 18,1972 
Silas Alva Doty 
May 22,1851-May 22,1940 
Robert A. Corning 
June 21,1932-Jan. 21,1974 
Anton Radvill 
1883-Oct. 28.1956 
Eva Radvill 
1896-Aug. 28, 1948 
John Black 

Mar 8,1887-Sept. 29,1951 
Vyletta Black 
May 16,1892-Feb. 18,1975 
Buelah Hall 

Apr. 28,1895-June 2,1964 
Eileen J. Studer 
(27 Yrs. postmaster) 

June 18,1916-Nov. 27,1974 
Father-grandfather Cass and Matt Cross 
And 5 generation name in Shelby 
Cass-Oct. 22, 1887-Feb. 23,1940 
Matt- Sept. 30,1859-Mar. 22,1942 
Gertrude Marsh 
Oct. 19,1899-Sept. 19,1948 
A.J. Marsh 

May 21,1899-Nov. 15,1965 
Mary Lou Shinkle 
Feb. 12,1928-May 16,1972 


Shelby Volunteer 
Fire Department Inc. 

‘Dedicated 7<x &Muttcaufy Service 

Since 1948 



Officers 

John St toner—Chief 
Jerry Cross—Assistant Chief 
Don Adams—Secretary 
Bud Hanley—Treasurer 
Russell Lee—Captain 
Ronnie Lambert—First Lieutenant 
Art Morrison—Second Lieutenant 
Gabby Hall-^Sergeant At Arms 
Larry Green—First Aid Captain 
Arnold Govert—Training Captain 
Zip Cross—Public Relations 


Chub Hall 


In Memory Of 

Alf Carlson 
Joe Clinton 
Floyd Hammersley 
Paul Lauer 
Vinnie Manno 
Bill Myers 


Volunteers 

Everett Piatt 
Dorsey C linton 
Wesley C ooper 
Dave Stiener 
Paul Stiener 
Sparky Hall 
Randy Hall 
John Corning 
Jake Steele 


Honorary 

Cap Foley 
Gene Flatt 


Emergency Phone 552-0355 For Fire 0r viator 










